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A word from Gene Stricklandé                           

My new brother or sister in Christ, 

I am so thrilled that you have chosen Christ as your         

Savior!  Did you know that He also chose you?  He did.  

When His lifeôs blood was pouring out on the cross, He had 

you on His mind.  He loves you! 

Please take the time to read this small booklet and to begin 

reading the Gospel of John which is also included.  Bible 

study, prayer, and growing in a church home are three critical 

steps that you must now take in service to King Jesus. 

Ask God to help you find a church that preaches the full 

gospel and believes in salvation only through Jesus Christ.  

They will help you grow as a Christian and to understand what 

being a Christian is all about.  They will be having classes for 

new believers.  Please do not neglect their offer.  They love 

you already and are here to help you. 

Our prayer is that God continue to bless you as you serve Him.  

Now, go tell others what Jesus has done for you! 

Amazed by His grace, 

 

Gene Strickland, for the ministry of                         

Evangelism International 

Evangelism International is the crusade ministry of Rev. Gene 

Strickland. The sole purpose of this ministry is to glorify God 

and give people around the world an opportunity to accept 

Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Spiritual Birth Certificate 

For everyone who calls on the name of the 

LORD will be saved.       Romans 10.13 

I know that I was a sinner and that Jesus is 

the only One who could save me from my 

sins, I ask for His forgiveness and turn my 

whole life over to Him.  I turn from my sins 

and will live for Him from this day forward.  

I ask Jesus to free me from the power of sin 

and to give me life eternal. 

I belong to Jesus now and will serve Him 

with all my heart! 

Date: 

_________________________________ 

Name: 

________________________________ 

Witnessed by: _________________________ 



Your New Life 

Congratulations, you are free!  You are free if you have indeed 

asked Jesus Christ into your heart.  In John chapter 8, verse 

36, Jesus said, if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.  

Jesus is the Son of God who has purchased your freedom.  He 

is the One who set you free by the truth of His life, death, 

burial, resurrection, and ascension into Heaven.   

In John chapter 8, verse 32, Jesus said to the people who 

believed in him, ñYou are truly my disciples if you remain 

faithful to my teachings.  And you will know the truth, and 

the truth will set you free.ò     

To be free, you must first have been held captive.  My dear 

brother or sister, that is exactly what you were before you 

gave your life to Jesus Christ.  You were held captive by 

Satan.  He owned you fully.  You were his.  And not only did 

he have ownership of your earthly life, but one day you would 

have breathed your last breath and then you would have 

plunged head-first into Hell.  And it would not have been a 

place anyone would want to be.   

The Bible describes Hell to us as a place of everlasting 

torment and pain.  It is a place of darkness and of a Lake of 

Fire in which all who enter will spend eternity.  Hell is real, it 

is awful, and it is where you have been freed from!  Praise 

God for His mercy! 

To understand your new position of freedom, you must first 

understand why Hell was your destiny.  You probably, like 

most people, think that you were a pretty good person.  You 

had been nice to others, you had respected your elders, you did 

not steal and you did not murder.  Surely a good person should 

not have to worry about Hell.  Surely a good person would go 

to Heaven when they die.  Right?  Wrong.  Let me explain. 

The Bible, Godôs written Words, tells us that everyone has 

sinned and that they do not measure up to Godôs perfect 



standard.  Sin is anything that you have ever done that was not 

holy by Godôs standard, anything that you have ever said that 

was not holy by Godôs standard, or any thought that has ever 

crossed your mind that was not holy by Godôs standard.  

Godôs standard is perfect and He expects us to be perfect too. 

Part of Godôs standard is: 

ü Do not have any god except Me.   

ü Do not have any little gods of wood, stone or any 

other material that you worship.  I am God alone!                                        

ü My name is holy. Do not open your mouth and use 

my name in a way that is not holy.                                   

ü Set aside a day to worship Me.  Donôt work on that 

day, rest and spend time with Me.                              

ü  I gave you a mother and a father, honor them.  

ü Men and women were made in my image.  Do not 

murder.                                                                               

ü Do not commit adultery.  Your body does not belong 

to you, it belongs to God.                                           

ü  Do not take what belongs to someone else.                                                                                                           

ü Do not lie.  Tell the truth. 

ü Be happy with what you have.  Do not wish in your 

heart for what belongs to someone else. 

Godôs Son, Jesus, said that all of these standards could be 

made simple by loving God with your whole heart, your soul, 

your entire mind and all of your strength.  And, to love 

everyone else the same way that you love yourself. 

As you can see, it is impossible to do this.  It is not possible 

for a man or a woman to be holy and measure up to Godôs 

standard.  The Bible says that everyone is a sinner and because 

of our sins we have earned death and hell.   

The Bible makes it clear that the only way to earn Heaven is to 

not sin.  But since we have all sinned, we all must pay for our 

sins by losing Heaven and gaining hell.  When we die, we will 



stand before God as guilty.  This is awful news and we have 

no ability at all to pay the price that our sins demand. 

The most wonderful news in the entire world is that God did 

not leave us to die in our sins.  Since we could not be perfect, 

God became a man who was perfect.  That man was Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus Christ lived a perfect and holy life without any 

sin.  The religious leaders of His day did not like Him; they 

wanted to hold on to their power, so they murdered Him.  

They nailed Jesus Christ, Godôs Son, on a rugged cross made 

of wood.  The enemy of God, Satan, thought that God had lost 

the great battle when Jesus was nailed to that cross.  But it was 

all part of Godôs plan.  God wanted to rescue us from our sins 

so He sent Jesus to pay with the sinless blood of God. 

Why would God do this?  Because God loves us!  The Bible 

says that God showed his great love for us by sending Christ 

to die for us while we were still sinners.  And since we have 

been made right in Godôs sight by the blood of Christ, he will 

certainly save us from Godôs condemnation.  For since our 

friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son 

while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved 

through the life of his Son.  So now we can rejoice in our 

wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord 

Jesus Christ has made us friends of God. 

As Jesus hung on that cross, He was paying for every sin you 

and I would ever commit.  Every sin we would ever do, every 

sin we would ever speak, and every sin we would ever think.  

The holy and precious blood of Jesus paid the full price of our 

sins and bought our freedom.  Praise God! 

John 3.16 tells us that you are made right with God when you 

believe in His Son.  For God loved the world so much that he 

gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him will not perish but have eternal life. 



Welcome to the family of God.  If you have asked Jesus into 

your heart, you are no longer a slave to sinéyou are free! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Your New Position 

 

When you were adopted into Godôs family, you inherited all 

the blessings of Heaven.  God is your heavenly Father and He 

knows exactly what you need.  He will not withhold any good 

thing from you.  As you read the Bible and talk to God 

through prayer, your soul will never again feel empty and 

lifeless.  Never again will Satan, the enemy of God, have 

power in your life.  The Bible declares that you belong to 

Godéyou have already won a victoryébecause the Spirit 

who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the 

world. 

  

Before Jesus came into your heart and life, you were a slave to 

Satan.  Your desires were influenced by his evil intent.  Your 

plans were the failures that he had arranged for you.  Your 

future was the dismal future of hopelessness and despair.  But 

now you belong to Jesus! 

 

Jesus is the provider of every good thing.  The Bible declares 

that He is the Bread of Life, a Strong Tower, the Lord that 

Provides, He is our Healer.  He is the answer to war and tribal 

discord. He is the Lord is Peace. He is the Lord God Almighty 

and the Most High God; there is no other God but our God.  

This same Jesus sent the Holy Spirit of God to live in your 

heart now that you belong to Him.  The Holy Spirit will guide 

your life now.  He will direct you in the way of the Truth of 

Jesus Christ. 

  

Jesus is the Victory that people yearn for.   They hunger for 

Him.  Their dry mouths can only be satisfied by the Living 

Water of Jesus Christ. Victory already belongs to everyone 

who trusts on Jesus as their Savior and King!   

 

 

 



Your New Relationship 

Since you have asked Jesus into your heart, you have been 

adopted as a child of God.  This new relationship you have is 

not a one-time experience but for the rest of eternity.  When 

your life is finished here on planet Earth, you will enjoy the 

presence of God forever and forever.  Jesus said, I will never 

leave you or abandon youéIôll stick closer to you than even 

your brother would. 

But while you are still here, you need to be growing in this 

new relationship.  There are several ways to do this and each 

is critical.  Just like a newborn baby needs the milk of its 

mother, you need the nourishment that comes from Godôs 

Word ï the Bible.  The Bible is your roadmap for life.  It helps 

you to know how God feels about issues and how you should 

live your life.   

God desires for you to be holy, set apart for His purposes, and 

you must read His Word if you want to know His ways.  This 

is why we have included the Gospel of John, from the Bible, 

for you to begin your study.  Reading your Bible will help 

your relationship with God to grow closer and closer. 

You will also grow as you learn to talk to God and listen to 

Him.  How is this possible?  Very simply, you share your true 

heart with God through prayer.  You worship and express to 

Him how much you adore Him.  You confess your sins to Him 

each day; you donôt hold onto sin, you let it go!  You tell Him 

that you are grateful for what He has done, and is doing, in 

your life.  And friend, He cares about your needs and 

concerns, so tell Him what they are. 

Just as oxygen is needed for your physical life, prayer is 

needed for your spiritual life.  Without prayer and Bible study, 

you will remain a spiritual baby and fail to mature as a 

Christian. 



Another key to growing in your relationship with God is by 

spending time with His people.  God has, and is, building the 

Church to be His Bride.  The Church is His plan for you to 

learn more about Him, to grow in spiritual maturity, to 

fellowship with other Christians, to worship Him as a body of 

believers, and to be trained to win others for Christ.  It is very 

important for you to find a church home that believes the 

whole Bible and teaches salvation through Jesus Christ. 

A true church will be excited about the Word of God.  It will 

welcome you with open arms and open hearts.  When you 

walk in the door of a true church, your heart will leap and you 

will feel the joy of the Lord.  You will know that God is there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Your New Purpose - Tell Others. 

Our salvation costs us nothing; to us it is gloriously free. We 

cannot pay for it, we cannot earn it, we cannot bargain for it, 

and we cannot inherit it from our parents. If we are truly 

saved, if we have been born from above, it is because it cost 

Jesus everything to buy our freedom and we opened our heart 

to Him and received the free gift of eternal life. We believed 

that He indeed is Godôs Son, the answer to our sin problem, 

and that He was raised from the grave and is alive. What a 

wonderful truth! 

While this is great news to those of us who have our ticket to 

Heaven already claimed, though not yet stamped (weôre still 

alive), it is most awful for those who have never had the 

opportunity to accept the offer of Christ because they have 

never heard the Good News. 

Those who are saved by faith in Christ must not be silent.  We 

must tell everyone about this great truth.  All around us, in the 

schools, at the factory, in the fields, in our homes, there are 

people who have not accepted Jesus as their Savior; they are 

lost in their sins.  Who will rescue them?  Who will tell them 

of how God loves them and has a wonderful plan for their 

life?  They are not an accident.  God has a great purpose for 

the days that they spend on planet Earth. 

Godôs plan for us is not to gather more ñthingsò.  Many people 

try to own more land, more clothes, and more possessions.  

When they die, all of these ñthingsò are left behind for 

someone else.  We cannot take one single thing with us into 

eternity.   

Jesus said, in Matthew 6.19-21, ñDonôt store up treasures 

here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, 

and where thieves break in and steal.  Store your treasures in 

heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do 

not break in and steal.  Wherever your treasure is, there the 



desires of your heart will also be.ò 

 The logical answer is that we must send wealth on ahead of us 

to Heaven.  But how?  How do we store our treasures in 

heaven?  It is simple.  Godôs heart beats for lost sinners.  He 

did everything to bring you to the truth of Jesus Christ and 

salvation through His shed blood.  Now God wants you to do 

everything you can to share with others that same free gift.  As 

you share what was so freely given to you, you are storing 

your treasures in heaven!  It is critical that you share Jesus 

with everyone that you meet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel of John 

John 1 

PROLOGUE: CHRIST, THE ETERNAL WORD 

1 In the beginning the Word already existed. 

  The Word was with God, 

  and the Word was God. 

2 He existed in the beginning with God. 

3 God created everything through him, 

  and nothing was created except through him. 

4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his 

life brought light to everyone. 

5 The light shines in the darkness, 

  and the darkness can never extinguish it. 

6 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so 

that everyone might believe because of his testimony.8 John 

himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about 

the light.9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to 

everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 He came into the very world he created, but the world 

didn't recognize him.11 He came to his own people, and even 

they rejected him.12 But to all who believed him and accepted 

him, he gave the right to become children of God.13 They are 

rebornðnot with a physical birth resulting from human 

passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. 

14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. 

He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have 



seen his glory, the glory of the Father's one and only Son. 

15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, 

"This is the one I was talking about when I said, 'Someone is 

coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed 

long before me.'" 

16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious 

blessing after another.17 For the law was given through 

Moses, but God's unfailing love and faithfulness came through 

Jesus Christ.18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique 

One, who is himself God, is near to the Father's heart. He has 

revealed God to us. 

 

THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

19 This was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders sent 

priests and Temple assistants from Jerusalem to ask John, 

"Who are you?"20 He came right out and said, "I am not the 

Messiah." 

21 "Well then, who are you?" they asked. "Are you Elijah?" 

  "No," he replied. 

  "Are you the Prophet we are expecting?" 

  "No." 

22 "Then who are you? We need an answer for those who sent 

us. What do you have to say about yourself?" 

23 John replied in the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

"I am a voice shouting in the wilderness, 

  'Clear the way for the LORD's coming!'" 

24 Then the Pharisees who had been sent 25 asked him, "If 



you aren't the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet, what right do 

you have to baptize?" 

26 John told them, "I baptize with water, but right here in the 

crowd is someone you do not recognize.27 Though his 

ministry follows mine, I'm not even worthy to be his slave and 

untie the straps of his sandal." 

28 This encounter took place in Bethany, an area east of the 

Jordan River, where John was baptizing. 

 

JESUS, THE LAMB OF GOD 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

"Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world!30 He is the one I was talking about when I said, 'A 

man is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he 

existed long before me.'31 I did not recognize him as the 

Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so that he might 

be revealed to Israel." 

32 Then John testified, "I saw the Holy Spirit descending like 

a dove from heaven and resting upon him.33 I didn't know he 

was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he 

told me, 'The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest 

is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'34 I saw this 

happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of 

God." 

 

THE FIRST DISCIPLES 

35 The following day John was again standing with two of his 



disciples.36 As Jesus walked by, John looked at him and 

declared, "Look! There is the Lamb of God!"37 When John's 

two disciples heard this, they followed Jesus. 

38 Jesus looked around and saw them following. "What do 

you want?" he asked them. 

They replied, "Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where are 

you staying?" 

39 "Come and see," he said. It was about four o'clock in the 

afternoon when they went with him to the place where he was 

staying, and they remained with him the rest of the day. 

40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of these men who 

heard what John said and then followed Jesus.41 Andrew went 

to find his brother, Simon, and told him, "We have found the 

Messiah" (which means "Christ"). 

42 Then Andrew brought Simon to meet Jesus. Looking 

intently at Simon, Jesus said, "Your name is Simon, son of 

Johnðbut you will be called Cephas" (which means "Peter"). 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 

Philip and said to him, "Come, follow me."44 Philip was from 

Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter's hometown. 

45 Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, "We have 

found the very person Moses and the prophets wrote about! 

His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth." 

46 "Nazareth!" exclaimed Nathanael. "Can anything good 

come from Nazareth?" 

  "Come and see for yourself," Philip replied. 

47 As they approached, Jesus said, "Now here is a genuine son 



of Israelða man of complete integrity." 

48 "How do you know about me?" Nathanael asked. 

  Jesus replied, "I could see you under the fig tree before Philip 

found you." 

49 Then Nathanael exclaimed, "Rabbi, you are the Son of 

Godðthe King of Israel!" 

50 Jesus asked him, "Do you believe this just because I told 

you I had seen you under the fig tree? You will see greater 

things than this."51 Then he said, "I tell you the truth, you will 

all see heaven open and the angels of God going up and down 

on the Son of Man, the one who is the stairway between 

heaven and earth." 

John 2 

THE WEDDING AT CANA 

1 The next day there was a wedding celebration in the village 

of Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there,2 and Jesus and his 

disciples were also invited to the celebration.3 The wine 

supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus' mother told him, 

"They have no more wine." 

4 "Dear woman, that's not our problem," Jesus replied. "My 

time has not yet come." 

5 But his mother told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 

6 Standing nearby were six stone water jars, used for Jewish 

ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty 

gallons.7 Jesus told the servants, "Fill the jars with water." 

When the jars had been filled,8 he said, "Now dip some out, 



and take it to the master of ceremonies." So the servants 

followed his instructions. 

9 When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was 

now wine, not knowing where it had come from (though, of 

course, the servants knew), he called the bridegroom 

over.10 "A host always serves the best wine first," he said. 

"Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he brings out the 

less expensive wine. But you have kept the best until now!" 

11 This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time 

Jesus revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

12 After the wedding he went to Capernaum for a few days 

with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples. 

 

JESUS CLEARS THE TEMPLE 

13 It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration, so 

Jesus went to Jerusalem.14 In the Temple area he saw 

merchants selling cattle, sheep, and doves for sacrifices; he 

also saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign money.15 Jesus 

made a whip from some ropes and chased them all out of the 

Temple. He drove out the sheep and cattle, scattered the 

money changers' coins over the floor, and turned over their 

tables.16 Then, going over to the people who sold doves, he 

told them, "Get these things out of here. Stop turning my 

Father's house into a marketplace!" 

17 Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the 

Scriptures: "Passion for God's house will consume me." 

18 But the Jewish leaders demanded, "What are you doing? If 



God gave you authority to do this, show us a miraculous sign 

to prove it." 

19 "All right," Jesus replied. "Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up." 

20 "What!" they exclaimed. "It has taken forty-six years to 

build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?"21 But 

when Jesus said "this temple," he meant his own 

body.22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered he had said this, and they believed both the 

Scriptures and what Jesus had said. 

 

JESUS AND NICODEMUS 

23 Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at 

the Passover celebration, many began to trust in him.24 But 

Jesus didn't trust them, because he knew human nature.25 No 

one needed to tell him what mankind is really like. 

John 3 

1 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious 

leader who was a Pharisee.2 After dark one evening, he came 

to speak with Jesus. "Rabbi," he said, "we all know that God 

has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence 

that God is with you." 

3 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, 

(or born from above) you cannot see the Kingdom of God." 

4 "What do you mean?" exclaimed Nicodemus. "How can an 

old man go back into his mother's womb and be born again?" 



5 Jesus replied, "I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom 

of God without being born of water and the Spirit.6 Humans 

can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth 

to spiritual life.7 So don't be surprised when I say, 'You must 

be born again.'8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as 

you can hear the wind but can't tell where it comes from or 

where it is going, so you can't explain how people are born of 

the Spirit." 

9 "How are these things possible?" Nicodemus asked. 

10 Jesus replied, "You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet 

you don't understand these things?11 I assure you, we tell you 

what we know and have seen, and yet you won't believe our 

testimony.12 But if you don't believe me when I tell you about 

earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you about 

heavenly things?13 No one has ever gone to heaven and 

returned. But the Son of Man has come down from 

heaven.14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole 

in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,15 so 

that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 

16 "For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish 

but have eternal life.17 God sent his Son into the world not to 

judge the world, but to save the world through him. 

18 "There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. 

But anyone who does not believe in him has already been 

judged for not believing in God's one and only Son.19 And the 

judgment is based on this fact: God's light came into the 



world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for 

their actions were evil.20 All who do evil hate the light and 

refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed.21 But 

those who do what is right come to the light so others can see 

that they are doing what God wants." 

 

JOHN THE BAPTIST EXALTS JESUS 

22 Then Jesus and his disciples left Jerusalem and went into 

the Judean countryside. Jesus spent some time with them 

there, baptizing people. 

23 At this time John the Baptist was baptizing at Aenon, near 

Salim, because there was plenty of water there; and people 

kept coming to him for baptism.24 (This was before John was 

thrown into prison.)25 A debate broke out between John's 

disciples and a certain Jew over ceremonial cleansing.26 So 

John's disciples came to him and said, "Rabbi, the man you 

met on the other side of the Jordan River, the one you 

identified as the Messiah, is also baptizing people. And 

everybody is going to him instead of coming to us." 

27 John replied, "No one can receive anything unless God 

gives it from heaven.28 You yourselves know how plainly I 

told you, 'I am not the Messiah. I am only here to prepare the 

way for him.'29 It is the bridegroom who marries the bride, 

and the best man is simply glad to stand with him and hear his 

vows. Therefore, I am filled with joy at his success.30 He 

must become greater and greater, and I must become less and 

less. 



31 "He has come from above and is greater than anyone else. 

We are of the earth, and we speak of earthly things, but he has 

come from heaven and is greater than anyone else.32 He 

testifies about what he has seen and heard, but how few 

believe what he tells them!33 Anyone who accepts his 

testimony can affirm that God is true.34 For he is sent by God. 

He speaks God's words, for God gives him the Spirit without 

limit.35 The Father loves his Son and has put everything into 

his hands.36 And anyone who believes in God's Son has 

eternal life. Anyone who doesn't obey the Son will never 

experience eternal life but remains under God's angry 

judgment." 

John 4 

JESUS AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 

1 Jesus knew the Pharisees had heard that he was baptizing 

and making more disciples than John2 (though Jesus himself 

didn't baptize themðhis disciples did).3 So he left Judea and 

returned to Galilee. 

4 He had to go through Samaria on the way.5 Eventually he 

came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that 

Jacob gave to his son Joseph.6 Jacob's well was there; and 

Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well 

about noontime.7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, and Jesus said to her, "Please give me a drink."8 He 

was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into the 

village to buy some food. 



9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything 

to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, "You are a Jew, and I 

am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?" 

10 Jesus replied, "If you only knew the gift God has for you 

and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would 

give you living water." 

11 "But sir, you don't have a rope or a bucket," she said, "and 

this well is very deep. Where would you get this living 

water?12 And besides, do you think you're greater than our 

ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer 

better water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?" 

13 Jesus replied, "Anyone who drinks this water will soon 

become thirsty again.14 But those who drink the water I give 

will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring 

within them, giving them eternal life." 

15 "Please, sir," the woman said, "give me this water! Then I'll 

never be thirsty again, and I won't have to come here to get 

water." 

16 "Go and get your husband," Jesus told her. 

17 "I don't have a husband," the woman replied. 

  Jesus said, "You're right! You don't have a husbandð18 for 

you have had five husbands, and you aren't even married to 

the man you're living with now. You certainly spoke the 

truth!" 

19 "Sir," the woman said, "you must be a prophet.20 So tell 

me, why is it that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only 

place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at 



Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors worshiped?" 

21 Jesus replied, "Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming 

when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father 

on this mountain or in Jerusalem.22 You Samaritans know 

very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all 

about him, for salvation comes through the Jews.23 But the 

time is comingðindeed it's here nowðwhen true worshipers 

will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is 

looking for those who will worship him that way.24 For God 

is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

in truth." 

25 The woman said, "I know the Messiah is comingðthe one 

who is called Christ. When he comes, he will explain 

everything to us." 

26 Then Jesus told her, "I AM the Messiah!" 

27 Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to 

find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve 

to ask, "What do you want with her?" or "Why are you talking 

to her?"28 The woman left her water jar beside the well and 

ran back to the village, telling everyone,29 "Come and see a 

man who told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be 

the Messiah?"30 So the people came streaming from the 

village to see him. 

31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, "Rabbi, eat 

something." 

32 But Jesus replied, "I have a kind of food you know nothing 

about." 



33 "Did someone bring him food while we were gone?" the 

disciples asked each other. 

34 Then Jesus explained: "My nourishment comes from doing 

the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his 

work.35 You know the saying, 'Four months between planting 

and harvest.' But I say, wake up and look around. The fields 

are already ripe for harvest.36 The harvesters are paid good 

wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal 

life. What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester 

alike!37 You know the saying, 'One plants and another 

harvests.' And it's true.38 I sent you to harvest where you 

didn't plant; others had already done the work, and now you 

will get to gather the harvest." 

 

MANY SAMARITANS BELIEVE 

39 Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus 

because the woman had said, "He told me everything I ever 

did!"40 When they came out to see him, they begged him to 

stay in their village. So he stayed for two days,41 long enough 

for many more to hear his message and believe.42 Then they 

said to the woman, "Now we believe, not just because of what 

you told us, but because we have heard him ourselves. Now 

we know that he is indeed the Savior of the world." 

 

JESUS HEALS AN OFFICIAL'S SON 

43 At the end of the two days, Jesus went on to Galilee.44 He 

himself had said that a prophet is not honored in his own 



hometown.45 Yet the Galileans welcomed him, for they had 

been in Jerusalem at the Passover celebration and had seen 

everything he did there. 

46 As he traveled through Galilee, he came to Cana, where he 

had turned the water into wine. There was a government 

official in nearby Capernaum whose son was very 

sick.47 When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to 

Galilee, he went and begged Jesus to come to Capernaum to 

heal his son, who was about to die. 

48 Jesus asked, "Will you never believe in me unless you see 

miraculous signs and wonders?" 

49 The official pleaded, "Lord, please come now before my 

little boy dies." 

50 Then Jesus told him, "Go back home. Your son will live!" 

And the man believed what Jesus said and started home. 

51 While the man was on his way, some of his servants met 

him with the news that his son was alive and well.52 He asked 

them when the boy had begun to get better, and they replied, 

"Yesterday afternoon at one o'clock his fever suddenly 

disappeared!"53 Then the father realized that that was the very 

time Jesus had told him, "Your son will live." And he and his 

entire household believed in Jesus.54 This was the second 

miraculous sign Jesus did in Galilee after coming from Judea. 

John 5 

JESUS HEALS A LAME MAN 

1 Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish 



holy days.2 Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool 

of Bethesda, with five covered porches.3 Crowds of sick 

peopleðblind, lame, or paralyzedðlay on the porches.5 One 

of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight 

years.6 When Jesus saw him and knew he had been ill for a 

long time, he asked him, "Would you like to get well?" 

7 "I can't, sir," the sick man said, "for I have no one to put me 

into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always 

gets there ahead of me." 

8 Jesus told him, "Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!" 

9 Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat 

and began walking! But this miracle happened on the 

Sabbath,10 so the Jewish leaders objected. They said to the 

man who was cured, "You can't work on the Sabbath! The law 

doesn't allow you to carry that sleeping mat!" 

11 But he replied, "The man who healed me told me, 'Pick up 

your mat and walk.'" 

12 "Who said such a thing as that?" they demanded. 

13 The man didn't know, for Jesus had disappeared into the 

crowd.14 But afterward Jesus found him in the Temple and 

told him, "Now you are well; so stop sinning, or something 

even worse may happen to you."15 Then the man went and 

told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him. 

 

JESUS CLAIMS TO BE THE SON OF GOD 

16 So the Jewish leaders began harassing Jesus for breaking 

the Sabbath rules.17 But Jesus replied, "My Father is always 



working, and so am I."18 So the Jewish leaders tried all the 

harder to find a way to kill him. For he not only broke the 

Sabbath, he called God his Father, thereby making himself 

equal with God. 

19 So Jesus explained, "I tell you the truth, the Son can do 

nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the Father 

doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does.20 For the 

Father loves the Son and shows him everything he is doing. In 

fact, the Father will show him how to do even greater works 

than healing this man. Then you will truly be 

astonished.21 For just as the Father gives life to those he 

raises from the dead, so the Son gives life to anyone he 

wants.22 In addition, the Father judges no one. Instead, he has 

given the Son absolute authority to judge,23 so that everyone 

will honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Anyone who 

does not honor the Son is certainly not honoring the Father 

who sent him. 

24 "I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and 

believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will never 

be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed 

from death into life. 

25 "And I assure you that the time is coming, indeed it's here 

now, when the dead will hear my voiceðthe voice of the Son 

of God. And those who listen will live.26 The Father has life 

in himself, and he has granted that same life-giving power to 

his Son.27 And he has given him authority to judge everyone 

because he is the Son of Man.28 Don't be so surprised! 



Indeed, the time is coming when all the dead in their graves 

will hear the voice of God's Son,29 and they will rise again. 

Those who have done good will rise to experience eternal life, 

and those who have continued in evil will rise to experience 

judgment.30 I can do nothing on my own. I judge as God tells 

me. Therefore, my judgment is just, because I carry out the 

will of the one who sent me, not my own will. 

 

WITNESSES TO JESUS 

31 "If I were to testify on my own behalf, my testimony would 

not be valid.32 But someone else is also testifying about me, 

and I assure you that everything he says about me is true.33 In 

fact, you sent investigators to listen to John the Baptist, and 

his testimony about me was true.34 Of course, I have no need 

of human witnesses, but I say these things so you might be 

saved.35 John was like a burning and shining lamp, and you 

were excited for a while about his message.36 But I have a 

greater witness than Johnðmy teachings and my miracles. 

The Father gave me these works to accomplish, and they 

prove that he sent me.37 And the Father who sent me has 

testified about me himself. You have never heard his voice or 

seen him face to face,38 and you do not have his message in 

your hearts, because you do not believe meðthe one he sent 

to you. 

39 "You search the Scriptures because you think they give you 

eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me!40 Yet you refuse 

to come to me to receive this life. 



41 "Your approval means nothing to me,42 because I know 

you don't have God's love within you.43 For I have come to 

you in my Father's name, and you have rejected me. Yet if 

others come in their own name, you gladly welcome 

them.44 No wonder you can't believe! For you gladly honor 

each other, but you don't care about the honor that comes from 

the one who alone is God. 

45 "Yet it isn't I who will accuse you before the Father. Moses 

will accuse you! Yes, Moses, in whom you put your hopes. 

46 If you really believed Moses, you would believe me, 

because he wrote about me.47 But since you don't believe 

what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?" 

John 6 

JESUS FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND 

1 After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of 

Galilee, also known as the Sea of Tiberias.2 A huge crowd 

kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his 

miraculous signs as he healed the sick.3 Then Jesus climbed a 

hill and sat down with his disciples around him.4 (It was 

nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.)5 Jesus soon 

saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning 

to Philip, he asked, "Where can we buy bread to feed all these 

people?"6 He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he 

was going to do. 

7 Philip replied, "Even if we worked for months, we wouldn't 

have enough money to feed them!" 



8 Then Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up.9 "There's a 

young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But what 

good is that with this huge crowd?" 

10 "Tell everyone to sit down," Jesus said. So they all sat 

down on the grassy slopes. (The men alone numbered about 

5,000.)11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and 

distributed them to the people. Afterward he did the same with 

the fish. And they all ate as much as they wanted.12 After 

everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples, "Now gather the 

leftovers, so that nothing is wasted."13 So they picked up the 

pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by the people 

who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 

14 When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they 

exclaimed, "Surely, he is the Prophet we have been 

expecting!"15 When Jesus saw that they were ready to force 

him to be their king, he slipped away into the hills by himself. 

 

JESUS WALKS ON WATER 

16 That evening Jesus' disciples went down to the shore to 

wait for him.17 But as darkness fell and Jesus still hadn't come 

back, they got into the boat and headed across the lake toward 

Capernaum.18 Soon a gale swept down upon them, and the 

sea grew very rough.19 They had rowed three or four miles 

when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the water toward 

the boat. They were terrified,20 but he called out to them, 

"Don't be afraid. I am here!"21 Then they were eager to let 

him in the boat, and immediately they arrived at their 



destination! 

 

JESUS, THE BREAD OF LIFE 

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the far shore 

saw that the disciples had taken the only boat, and they 

realized Jesus had not gone with them.23 Several boats from 

Tiberias landed near the place where the Lord had blessed the 

bread and the people had eaten.24 So when the crowd saw that 

neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the 

boats and went across to Capernaum to look for him.25 They 

found him on the other side of the lake and asked, "Rabbi, 

when did you get here?" 

26 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, you want to be with me 

because I fed you, not because you understood the miraculous 

signs.27 But don't be so concerned about perishable things like 

food. Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that the Son 

of Man can give you. For God the Father has given me the 

seal of his approval." 

28 They replied, "We want to perform God's works, too. What 

should we do?" 

29 Jesus told them, "This is the only work God wants from 

you: Believe in the one he has sent." 

30 They answered, "Show us a miraculous sign if you want us 

to believe in you. What can you do?31 After all, our ancestors 

ate manna while they journeyed through the wilderness! The 

Scriptures say, 'Moses gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 

32 Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, Moses didn't give you bread 



from heaven. My Father did. And now he offers you the true 

bread from heaven.33 The true bread of God is the one who 

comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 

34 "Sir," they said, "give us that bread every day." 

35 Jesus replied, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 

will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never 

be thirsty.36 But you haven't believed in me even though you 

have seen me.37 However, those the Father has given me will 

come to me, and I will never reject them.38 For I have come 

down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to 

do my own will.39 And this is the will of God, that I should 

not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I 

should raise them up at the last day.40 For it is my Father's 

will that all who see his Son and believe in him should have 

eternal life. I will raise them up at the last day." 

41 Then the people began to murmur in disagreement because 

he had said, "I am the bread that came down from 

heaven."42 They said, "Isn't this Jesus, the son of Joseph? We 

know his father and mother. How can he say, 'I came down 

from heaven'?" 

43 But Jesus replied, "Stop complaining about what I 

said.44 For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent 

me draws them to me, and at the last day I will raise them 

up.45 As it is written in the Scriptures, 'They will all be taught 

by God.' Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from 

him comes to me.46 (Not that anyone has ever seen the 

Father; only I, who was sent from God, have seen him.) 



47 "I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal 

life.48 Yes, I am the bread of life!49 Your ancestors ate 

manna in the wilderness, but they all died.50 Anyone who eats 

the bread from heaven, however, will never die.51 I am the 

living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats 

this bread will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer 

so the world may live, is my flesh." 

52 Then the people began arguing with each other about what 

he meant. "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" they 

asked. 

53 So Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have 

eternal life within you.54 But anyone who eats my flesh and 

drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise that person at 

the last day.55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true 

drink.56 Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood 

remains in me, and I in him.57 I live because of the living 

Father who sent me; in the same way, anyone who feeds on 

me will live because of me.58 I am the true bread that came 

down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will not die as 

your ancestors did (even though they ate the manna) but will 

live forever." 

59 He said these things while he was teaching in the 

synagogue in Capernaum. 

 

MANY DISCIPLES DESERT JESUS 

60 Many of his disciples said, "This is very hard to 



understand. How can anyone accept it?" 

61 Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining, so he 

said to them, "Does this offend you?62 Then what will you 

think if you see the Son of Man ascend to heaven 

again?63 The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort 

accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to 

you are spirit and life.64 But some of you do not believe me." 

(For Jesus knew from the beginning which ones didn't believe, 

and he knew who would betray him.)65 Then he said, "That is 

why I said that people can't come to me unless the Father 

gives them to me." 

66 At this point many of his disciples turned away and 

deserted him.67 Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, 

"Are you also going to leave?" 

68 Simon Peter replied, "Lord, to whom would we go? You 

have the words that give eternal life.69 We believe, and we 

know you are the Holy One of God." 

70 Then Jesus said, "I chose the twelve of you, but one is a 

devil."71 He was speaking of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, 

one of the Twelve, who would later betray him. 

John 7 

JESUS AND HIS BROTHERS 

1 After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He wanted to stay 

out of Judea, where the Jewish leaders were plotting his 

death.2 But soon it was time for the Jewish Festival of 

Shelters,3 and Jesus' brothers said to him, "Leave here and go 



to Judea, where your followers can see your miracles!4 You 

can't become famous if you hide like this! If you can do such 

wonderful things, show yourself to the world!"5 For even his 

brothers didn't believe in him. 

  6 Jesus replied, "Now is not the right time for me to go, but 

you can go anytime.7 The world can't hate you, but it does 

hate me because I accuse it of doing evil.8 You go on. I'm not 

going* to this festival, because my time has not yet 

come."9 After saying these things, Jesus remained in Galilee. 

 

JESUS TEACHES OPENLY AT THE TEMPLE 

10 But after his brothers left for the festival, Jesus also went, 

though secretly, staying out of public view.11 The Jewish 

leaders tried to find him at the festival and kept asking if 

anyone had seen him.12 There was a lot of grumbling about 

him among the crowds. Some argued, "He's a good man," but 

others said, "He's nothing but a fraud who deceives the 

people."13 But no one had the courage to speak favorably 

about him in public, for they were afraid of getting in trouble 

with the Jewish leaders. 

  14 Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the 

Temple and began to teach.15 The people* were surprised 

when they heard him. "How does he know so much when he 

hasn't been trained?" they asked. 

  16 So Jesus told them, "My message is not my own; it comes 

from God who sent me.17 Anyone who wants to do the will of 

God will know whether my teaching is from God or is merely 



my own.18 Those who speak for themselves want glory only 

for themselves, but a person who seeks to honor the one who 

sent him speaks truth, not lies.19 Moses gave you the law, but 

none of you obeys it! In fact, you are trying to kill me." 

  20 The crowd replied, "You're demon possessed! Who's 

trying to kill you?" 

  21 Jesus replied, "I did one miracle on the Sabbath, and you 

were amazed.22 But you work on the Sabbath, too, when you 

obey Moses' law of circumcision. (Actually, this tradition of 

circumcision began with the patriarchs, long before the law of 

Moses.)23 For if the correct time for circumcising your son 

falls on the Sabbath, you go ahead and do it so as not to break 

the law of Moses. So why should you be angry with me for 

healing a man on the Sabbath?24 Look beneath the surface so 

you can judge correctly." 

 

IS JESUS THE MESSIAH? 

25 Some of the people who lived in Jerusalem started to ask 

each other, "Isn't this the man they are trying to kill?26 But 

here he is, speaking in public, and they say nothing to him. 

Could our leaders possibly believe that he is the 

Messiah?27 But how could he be? For we know where this 

man comes from. When the Messiah comes, he will simply 

appear; no one will know where he comes from." 

  28 While Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he called out, 

"Yes, you know me, and you know where I come from. But 

I'm not here on my own. The one who sent me is true, and you 



don't know him.29 But I know him because I come from him, 

and he sent me to you."30 Then the leaders tried to arrest him; 

but no one laid a hand on him, because his time* had not yet 

come. 

  31 Many among the crowds at the Temple believed in him. 

"After all," they said, "would you expect the Messiah to do 

more miraculous signs than this man has done?" 

  32 When the Pharisees heard that the crowds were 

whispering such things, they and the leading priests sent 

Temple guards to arrest Jesus.33 But Jesus told them, "I will 

be with you only a little longer. Then I will return to the one 

who sent me.34 You will search for me but not find me. And 

you cannot go where I am going." 

  35 The Jewish leaders were puzzled by this statement. 

"Where is he planning to go?" they asked. "Is he thinking of 

leaving the country and going to the Jews in other lands?* 

Maybe he will even teach the Greeks!36 What does he mean 

when he says, 'You will search for me but not find me,' and 

'You cannot go where I am going'?" 

 

JESUS PROMISES LIVING WATER 

37 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and 

shouted to the crowds, "Anyone who is thirsty may come to 

me!38 Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For 

the Scriptures declare, 'Rivers of living water will flow from 

his heart.'"*39 (When he said "living water," he was speaking 

of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in 



him. But the Spirit had not yet been given,* because Jesus had 

not yet entered into his glory.) 

 

DIVISION AND UNBELIEF 

40 When the crowds heard him say this, some of them 

declared, "Surely this man is the Prophet we've been 

expecting."*41 Others said, "He is the Messiah." Still others 

said, "But he can't be! Will the Messiah come from 

Galilee?42 For the Scriptures clearly state that the Messiah 

will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, the 

village where King David was born."*43 So the crowd was 

divided about him.44 Some even wanted him arrested, but no 

one laid a hand on him. 

  45 When the Temple guards returned without having arrested 

Jesus, the leading priests and Pharisees demanded, "Why 

didn't you bring him in?" 

  46 "We have never heard anyone speak like this!" the guards 

responded. 

  47 "Have you been led astray, too?" the Pharisees 

mocked.48 "Is there a single one of us rulers or Pharisees who 

believes in him?49 This foolish crowd follows him, but they 

are ignorant of the law. God's curse is on them!" 

  50 Then Nicodemus, the leader who had met with Jesus 

earlier, spoke up.51 "Is it legal to convict a man before he is 

given a hearing?" he asked. 

  52 They replied, "Are you from Galilee, too? Search the 

Scriptures and see for yourselfðno prophet ever comes* from 



Galilee!" 53 Then the meeting broke up, and everybody went 

home. 

John 8 

A WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY 

1 Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives,2 but early the next 

morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd soon 

gathered, and he sat down and taught them.3 As he was 

speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees 

brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. 

They put her in front of the crowd. 

  4 "Teacher," they said to Jesus, "this woman was caught in 

the act of adultery.5 The law of Moses says to stone her. What 

do you say?" 

  6 They were trying to trap him into saying something they 

could use against him, but Jesus stooped down and wrote in 

the dust with his finger.7 They kept demanding an answer, so 

he stood up again and said, "All right, but let the one who has 

never sinned throw the first stone!"8 Then he stooped down 

again and wrote in the dust. 

  9 When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by 

one, beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the 

middle of the crowd with the woman.10 Then Jesus stood up 

again and said to the woman, "Where are your accusers? 

Didn't even one of them condemn you?" 

  11 "No, Lord," she said. 

  And Jesus said, "Neither do I. Go and sin no more." 



JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

12 Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, "I am the 

light of the world. If you follow me, you won't have to walk in 

darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life." 

  13 The Pharisees replied, "You are making those claims 

about yourself! Such testimony is not valid." 

  14 Jesus told them, "These claims are valid even though I 

make them about myself. For I know where I came from and 

where I am going, but you don't know this about me.15 You 

judge me by human standards, but I do not judge 

anyone.16 And if I did, my judgment would be correct in 

every respect because I am not alone. The Father* who sent 

me is with me.17 Your own law says that if two people agree 

about something, their witness is accepted as fact.*18 I am 

one witness, and my Father who sent me is the other." 

  19 "Where is your father?" they asked. 

  Jesus answered, "Since you don't know who I am, you don't 

know who my Father is. If you knew me, you would also 

know my Father."20 Jesus made these statements while he 

was teaching in the section of the Temple known as the 

Treasury. But he was not arrested, because his time* had not 

yet come. 

 

THE UNBELIEVING PEOPLE WARNED 

21 Later Jesus said to them again, "I am going away. You will 

search for me but will die in your sin. You cannot come where 

I am going." 



  22 The people* asked, "Is he planning to commit suicide? 

What does he mean, 'You cannot come where I am going'?" 

  23 Jesus continued, "You are from below; I am from above. 

You belong to this world; I do not.24 That is why I said that 

you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM 

who I claim to be,* you will die in your sins." 

  25 "Who are you?" they demanded. 

  Jesus replied, "The one I have always claimed to be.*26 I 

have much to say about you and much to condemn, but I 

won't. For I say only what I have heard from the one who sent 

me, and he is completely truthful."27 But they still didn't 

understand that he was talking about his Father. 

  28 So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man 

on the cross, then you will understand that I AM he.* I do 

nothing on my own but say only what the Father taught 

me.29 And the one who sent me is with meðhe has not 

deserted me. For I always do what pleases him."30 Then many 

who heard him say these things believed in him. 

 

JESUS AND ABRAHAM 

31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, "You are 

truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my 

teachings.32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free." 

  33 "But we are descendants of Abraham," they said. "We 

have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean, 'You 

will be set free'?" 



  34 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a 

slave of sin.35 A slave is not a permanent member of the 

family, but a son is part of the family forever.36 So if the Son 

sets you free, you are truly free.37 Yes, I realize that you are 

descendants of Abraham. And yet some of you are trying to 

kill me because there's no room in your hearts for my 

message.38 I am telling you what I saw when I was with my 

Father. But you are following the advice of your father." 

  39 "Our father is Abraham!" they declared. 

  "No," Jesus replied, "for if you were really the children of 

Abraham, you would follow his example.*40 Instead, you are 

trying to kill me because I told you the truth, which I heard 

from God. Abraham never did such a thing.41 No, you are 

imitating your real father." 

  They replied, "We aren't illegitimate children! God himself is 

our true Father." 

  42 Jesus told them, "If God were your Father, you would 

love me, because I have come to you from God. I am not here 

on my own, but he sent me.43 Why can't you understand what 

I am saying? It's because you can't even hear me!44 For you 

are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the 

evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He 

has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar 

and the father of lies.45 So when I tell the truth, you just 

naturally don't believe me!46 Which of you can truthfully 

accuse me of sin? And since I am telling you the truth, why 



don't you believe me?47 Anyone who belongs to God listens 

gladly to the words of God. But you don't listen because you 

don't belong to God." 

  48 The people retorted, "You Samaritan devil! Didn't we say 

all along that you were possessed by a demon?" 

  49 "No," Jesus said, "I have no demon in me. For I honor my 

Fatherðand you dishonor me.50 And though I have no wish 

to glorify myself, God is going to glorify me. He is the true 

judge.51 I tell you the truth, anyone who obeys my teaching 

will never die!" 

  52 The people said, "Now we know you are possessed by a 

demon. Even Abraham and the prophets died, but you say, 

'Anyone who obeys my teaching will never die!'53 Are you 

greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the 

prophets. Who do you think you are?" 

  54 Jesus answered, "If I want glory for myself, it doesn't 

count. But it is my Father who will glorify me. You say, 'He is 

our God,*'55 but you don't even know him. I know him. If I 

said otherwise, I would be as great a liar as you! But I do 

know him and obey him.56 Your father Abraham rejoiced as 

he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad." 

  57 The people said, "You aren't even fifty years old. How 

can you say you have seen Abraham?*" 

  58 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, before Abraham was 

even born, I AM!*"59 At that point they picked up stones to 

throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the 

Temple. 



John 9 

JESUS HEALS A MAN BORN BLIND 

1 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been 

blind from birth.2 "Rabbi," his disciples asked him, "why was 

this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his 

parents' sins?" 

  3 "It was not because of his sins or his parents' sins," Jesus 

answered. "This happened so the power of God could be seen 

in him.4 We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by 

the one who sent us.* The night is coming, and then no one 

can work.5 But while I am here in the world, I am the light of 

the world." 

  6 Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and 

spread the mud over the blind man's eyes.7 He told him, "Go 

wash yourself in the pool of Siloam" (Siloam means "sent"). 

So the man went and washed and came back seeing! 

  8 His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar 

asked each other, "Isn't this the man who used to sit and 

beg?"9 Some said he was, and others said, "No, he just looks 

like him!" 

  But the beggar kept saying, "Yes, I am the same one!" 

  10 They asked, "Who healed you? What happened?" 

  11 He told them, "The man they call Jesus made mud and 

spread it over my eyes and told me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam 

and wash yourself.' So I went and washed, and now I can see!" 

  12 "Where is he now?" they asked. 



  "I don't know," he replied. 

  13 Then they took the man who had been blind to the 

Pharisees,14 because it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had 

made the mud and healed him.15 The Pharisees asked the man 

all about it. So he told them, "He put the mud over my eyes, 

and when I washed it away, I could see!" 

  16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man Jesus is not from 

God, for he is working on the Sabbath." Others said, "But how 

could an ordinary sinner do such miraculous signs?" So there 

was a deep division of opinion among them. 

  17 Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had 

been blind and demanded, "What's your opinion about this 

man who healed you?" 

  The man replied, "I think he must be a prophet." 

  18 The Jewish leaders still refused to believe the man had 

been blind and could now see, so they called in his 

parents.19 They asked them, "Is this your son? Was he born 

blind? If so, how can he now see?" 

  20 His parents replied, "We know this is our son and that he 

was born blind,21 but we don't know how he can see or who 

healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak for 

himself."22 His parents said this because they were afraid of 

the Jewish leaders, who had announced that anyone saying 

Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the 

synagogue.23 That's why they said, "He is old enough. Ask 

him." 

  24 So for the second time they called in the man who had 



been blind and told him, "God should get the glory for this,* 

because we know this man Jesus is a sinner." 

  25 "I don't know whether he is a sinner," the man replied. 

"But I know this: I was blind, and now I can see!" 

  26 "But what did he do?" they asked. "How did he heal 

you?" 

  27 "Look!" the man exclaimed. "I told you once. Didn't you 

listen? Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to 

become his disciples, too?" 

  28 Then they cursed him and said, "You are his disciple, but 

we are disciples of Moses!29 We know God spoke to Moses, 

but we don't even know where this man comes from." 

  30 "Why, that's very strange!" the man replied. "He healed 

my eyes, and yet you don't know where he comes from?31 We 

know that God doesn't listen to sinners, but he is ready to hear 

those who worship him and do his will.32 Ever since the 

world began, no one has been able to open the eyes of 

someone born blind.33 If this man were not from God, he 

couldn't have done it." 

  34 "You were born a total sinner!" they answered. "Are you 

trying to teach us?" And they threw him out of the synagogue. 

 

SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS 

35 When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man 

and asked, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?*" 

  36 The man answered, "Who is he, sir? I want to believe in 

him." 



  37 "You have seen him," Jesus said, "and he is speaking to 

you!" 

  38 "Yes, Lord, I believe!" the man said. And he worshiped 

Jesus. 

  39 Then Jesus told him,* "I entered this world to render 

judgmentðto give sight to the blind and to show those who 

think they see* that they are blind." 

  40 Some Pharisees who were standing nearby heard him and 

asked, "Are you saying we're blind?" 

  41 "If you were blind, you wouldn't be guilty," Jesus replied. 

"But you remain guilty because you claim you can see. 

John 10 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP 

1 "I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a 

sheepfold, rather than going through the gate, must surely be a 

thief and a robber!2 But the one who enters through the gate is 

the shepherd of the sheep.3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.4 After he has 

gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they 

follow him because they know his voice.5 They won't follow a 

stranger; they will run from him because they don't know his 

voice." 

  6 Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn't 

understand what he meant,7 so he explained it to them: "I tell 

you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.8 All who came 



before me* were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did 

not listen to them.9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in 

through me will be saved.* They will come and go freely and 

will find good pastures.10 The thief's purpose is to steal and 

kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and 

satisfying life. 

  11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his 

life for the sheep.12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf 

coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don't belong 

to him and he isn't their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks 

them and scatters the flock.13 The hired hand runs away 

because he's working only for the money and doesn't really 

care about the sheep. 

  14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they 

know me,15 just as my Father knows me and I know the 

Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep.16 I have other 

sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them 

also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock 

with one shepherd. 

  17 "The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may 

take it back again.18 No one can take my life from me. I 

sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down 

when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my 

Father has commanded." 

  19 When he said these things, the people* were again divided 

in their opinions about him.20 Some said, "He's demon 

possessed and out of his mind. Why listen to a man like 



that?"21 Others said, "This doesn't sound like a man possessed 

by a demon! Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?" 

 

JESUS CLAIMS TO BE THE SON OF GOD 

22 It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time 

of Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication.23 He was in the 

Temple, walking through the section known as Solomon's 

Colonnade.24 The people surrounded him and asked, "How 

long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the 

Messiah, tell us plainly." 

  25 Jesus replied, "I have already told you, and you don't 

believe me. The proof is the work I do in my Father's 

name.26 But you don't believe me because you are not my 

sheep.27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 

follow me.28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish. No one can snatch them away from me,29 for my 

Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than 

anyone else.* No one can snatch them from the Father's 

hand.30 The Father and I are one." 

  31 Once again the people picked up stones to kill 

him.32 Jesus said, "At my Father's direction I have done many 

good works. For which one are you going to stone me?" 

  33 They replied, "We're stoning you not for any good work, 

but for blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God." 

  34 Jesus replied, "It is written in your own Scriptures* that 

God said to certain leaders of the people, 'I say, you are 

gods!'*35 And you know that the Scriptures cannot be altered. 



So if those people who received God's message were called 

'gods,'36 why do you call it blasphemy when I say, 'I am the 

Son of God'? After all, the Father set me apart and sent me 

into the world.37 Don't believe me unless I carry out my 

Father's work.38 But if I do his work, believe in the evidence 

of the miraculous works I have done, even if you don't believe 

me. Then you will know and understand that the Father is in 

me, and I am in the Father." 

  39 Once again they tried to arrest him, but he got away and 

left them.40 He went beyond the Jordan River near the place 

where John was first baptizing and stayed there awhile.41 And 

many followed him. "John didn't perform miraculous signs," 

they remarked to one another, "but everything he said about 

this man has come true."42 And many who were there 

believed in Jesus. 

John 11 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 

1 A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with 

his sisters, Mary and Martha.2 This is the Mary who later 

poured the expensive perfume on the Lord's feet and wiped 

them with her hair.* Her brother, Lazarus, was sick.3 So the 

two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, "Lord, your 

dear friend is very sick." 

  4 But when Jesus heard about it he said, "Lazarus's sickness 

will not end in death. No, it happened for the glory of God so 

that the Son of God will receive glory from this."5 So 



although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus,6 he stayed 

where he was for the next two days.7 Finally, he said to his 

disciples, "Let's go back to Judea." 

  8 But his disciples objected. "Rabbi," they said, "only a few 

days ago the people* in Judea were trying to stone you. Are 

you going there again?" 

  9 Jesus replied, "There are twelve hours of daylight every 

day. During the day people can walk safely. They can see 

because they have the light of this world.10 But at night there 

is danger of stumbling because they have no light."11 Then he 

said, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go 

and wake him up." 

  12 The disciples said, "Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon 

get better!"13 They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was simply 

sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died. 

  14 So he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead.15 And for your 

sakes, I'm glad I wasn't there, for now you will really believe. 

Come, let's go see him." 

  16 Thomas, nicknamed the Twin,* said to his fellow 

disciples, "Let's go, tooðand die with Jesus." 

  17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus 

had already been in his grave for four days.18 Bethany was 

only a few miles* down the road from Jerusalem,19 and many 

of the people had come to console Martha and Mary in their 

loss.20 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she 

went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the house.21 Martha 

said to Jesus, "Lord, if only you had been here, my brother 



would not have died.22 But even now I know that God will 

give you whatever you ask." 

  23 Jesus told her, "Your brother will rise again." 

  24 "Yes," Martha said, "he will rise when everyone else rises, 

at the last day." 

  25 Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life.* 

Anyone who believes in me will live, even after 

dying.26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will 

never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?" 

  27 "Yes, Lord," she told him. "I have always believed you 

are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into 

the world from God."28 Then she returned to Mary. She called 

Mary aside from the mourners and told her, "The Teacher is 

here and wants to see you."29 So Mary immediately went to 

him. 

  30 Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where 

Martha met him.31 When the people who were at the house 

consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they assumed she 

was going to Lazarus's grave to weep. So they followed her 

there.32 When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet 

and said, "Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would 

not have died." 

  33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people 

wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within him,* and he 

was deeply troubled.34 "Where have you put him?" he asked 

them. 

  They told him, "Lord, come and see."35 Then Jesus 



wept.36 The people who were standing nearby said, "See how 

much he loved him!"37 But some said, "This man healed a 

blind man. Couldn't he have kept Lazarus from dying?" 

  38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with 

a stone rolled across its entrance.39 "Roll the stone aside," 

Jesus told them. 

  But Martha, the dead man's sister, protested, "Lord, he has 

been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible." 

  40 Jesus responded, "Didn't I tell you that you would see 

God's glory if you believe?"41 So they rolled the stone aside. 

Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, "Father, thank you 

for hearing me.42 You always hear me, but I said it out loud 

for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will 

believe you sent me."43 Then Jesus shouted, "Lazarus, come 

out!"44 And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 

in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told 

them, "Unwrap him and let him go!" 

 

THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS 

45 Many of the people who were with Mary believed in Jesus 

when they saw this happen.46 But some went to the Pharisees 

and told them what Jesus had done.47 Then the leading priests 

and Pharisees called the high council* together. "What are we 

going to do?" they asked each other. "This man certainly 

performs many miraculous signs.48 If we allow him to go on 

like this, soon everyone will believe in him. Then the Roman 

army will come and destroy both our Temple* and our 



nation." 

  49 Caiaphas, who was high priest at that time,* said, "You 

don't know what you're talking about!50 You don't realize that 

it's better for you that one man should die for the people than 

for the whole nation to be destroyed." 

  51 He did not say this on his own; as high priest at that time 

he was led to prophesy that Jesus would die for the entire 

nation.52 And not only for that nation, but to bring together 

and unite all the children of God scattered around the world. 

  53 So from that time on, the Jewish leaders began to plot 

Jesus' death.54 As a result, Jesus stopped his public ministry 

among the people and left Jerusalem. He went to a place near 

the wilderness, to the village of Ephraim, and stayed there 

with his disciples. 

  55 It was now almost time for the Jewish Passover 

celebration, and many people from all over the country arrived 

in Jerusalem several days early so they could go through the 

purification ceremony before Passover began.56 They kept 

looking for Jesus, but as they stood around in the Temple, they 

said to each other, "What do you think? He won't come for 

Passover, will he?"57 Meanwhile, the leading priests and 

Pharisees had publicly ordered that anyone seeing Jesus must 

report it immediately so they could arrest him. 

John 12 

JESUS ANOINTED AT BETHANY 

1 Six days before the Passover celebration began, Jesus 



arrived in Bethany, the home of Lazarusðthe man he had 

raised from the dead.2 A dinner was prepared in Jesus' honor. 

Martha served, and Lazarus was among those who ate* with 

him.3 Then Mary took a twelve-ounce jar* of expensive 

perfume made from essence of nard, and she anointed Jesus' 

feet with it, wiping his feet with her hair. The house was filled 

with the fragrance. 

  4 But Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray him, 

said,5 "That perfume was worth a year's wages.* It should 

have been sold and the money given to the poor."6 Not that he 

cared for the poorðhe was a thief, and since he was in charge 

of the disciples' money, he often stole some for himself. 

  7 Jesus replied, "Leave her alone. She did this in preparation 

for my burial.8 You will always have the poor among you, but 

you will not always have me." 

  9 When all the people* heard of Jesus' arrival, they flocked 

to see him and also to see Lazarus, the man Jesus had raised 

from the dead.10 Then the leading priests decided to kill 

Lazarus, too,11 for it was because of him that many of the 

people had deserted them* and believed in Jesus. 

 

JESUS' TRIUMPHANT ENTRY 

12 The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to 

Jerusalem swept through the city. A large crowd of Passover 

visitors13 took palm branches and went down the road to meet 

him. They shouted, 

 



"Praise God!* 

Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD! 

Hail to the King of Israel!"* 

 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and rode on it, fulfilling the 

prophecy that said: 

 

15 "Don't be afraid, people of Jerusalem.* 

Look, your King is coming, 

  riding on a donkey's colt."* 

 

  16 His disciples didn't understand at the time that this was a 

fulfillment of prophecy. But after Jesus entered into his glory, 

they remembered what had happened and realized that these 

things had been written about him. 

  17 Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call Lazarus from the 

tomb, raising him from the dead, and they were telling others* 

about it.18 That was the reason so many went out to meet 

himðbecause they had heard about this miraculous 

sign.19 Then the Pharisees said to each other, "There's nothing 

we can do. Look, everyone* has gone after him!" 

 

JESUS PREDICTS HIS DEATH 

20 Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover 

celebration21 paid a visit to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee. They said, "Sir, we want to meet Jesus."22 Philip told 

Andrew about it, and they went together to ask Jesus. 



  23 Jesus replied, "Now the time has come for the Son of 

Man* to enter into his glory.24 I tell you the truth, unless a 

kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains 

alone. But its death will produce many new kernelsða 

plentiful harvest of new lives.25 Those who love their life in 

this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in 

this world will keep it for eternity.26 Anyone who wants to be 

my disciple must follow me, because my servants must be 

where I am. And the Father will honor anyone who serves me. 

  27 "Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should I pray, 'Father, 

save me from this hour'? But this is the very reason I 

came!28 Father, bring glory to your name." 

  Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, "I have already 

brought glory to my name, and I will do so again."29 When 

the crowd heard the voice, some thought it was thunder, while 

others declared an angel had spoken to him. 

  30 Then Jesus told them, "The voice was for your benefit, 

not mine.31 The time for judging this world has come, when 

Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out.32 And when I 

am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to 

myself."33 He said this to indicate how he was going to die. 

  34 The crowd responded, "We understood from Scripture* 

that the Messiah would live forever. How can you say the Son 

of Man will die? Just who is this Son of Man, anyway?" 

  35 Jesus replied, "My light will shine for you just a little 

longer. Walk in the light while you can, so the darkness will 

not overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness cannot see 



where they are going.36 Put your trust in the light while there 

is still time; then you will become children of the light." 

  After saying these things, Jesus went away and was hidden 

from them. 

 

THE UNBELIEF OF THE PEOPLE 

37 But despite all the miraculous signs Jesus had done, most 

of the people still did not believe in him.38 This is exactly 

what Isaiah the prophet had predicted: 

 

"LORD, who has believed our message? 

  To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm?"* 

 

39 But the people couldn't believe, for as Isaiah also said, 

 

40 "The Lord has blinded their eyes 

  and hardened their heartsð 

so that their eyes cannot see, 

  and their hearts cannot understand, 

and they cannot turn to me 

  and have me heal them."* 

 

41 Isaiah was referring to Jesus when he said this, because he 

saw the future and spoke of the Messiah's glory.42 Many 

people did believe in him, however, including some of the 

Jewish leaders. But they wouldn't admit it for fear that the 

Pharisees would expel them from the synagogue.43 For they 



loved human praise more than the praise of God. 

  44 Jesus shouted to the crowds, "If you trust me, you are 

trusting not only me, but also God who sent me.45 For when 

you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me.46 I have 

come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put 

their trust in me will no longer remain in the dark.47 I will not 

judge those who hear me but don't obey me, for I have come 

to save the world and not to judge it.48 But all who reject me 

and my message will be judged on the day of judgment by the 

truth I have spoken.49 I don't speak on my own authority. The 

Father who sent me has commanded me what to say and how 

to say it.50 And I know his commands lead to eternal life; so I 

say whatever the Father tells me to say." 

John 13 

JESUS WASHES HIS DISCIPLES' FEET 

1 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to leave this world and return to his Father. He had 

loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he 

loved them to the very end.*2 It was time for supper, and the 

devil had already prompted Judas,* son of Simon Iscariot, to 

betray Jesus.3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him 

authority over everything and that he had come from God and 

would return to God.4 So he got up from the table, took off his 

robe, wrapped a towel around his waist,5 and poured water 

into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples' feet, drying 

them with the towel he had around him. 



  6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, "Lord, 

are you going to wash my feet?" 

  7 Jesus replied, "You don't understand now what I am doing, 

but someday you will." 

  8 "No," Peter protested, "you will never ever wash my feet!" 

  Jesus replied, "Unless I wash you, you won't belong to me." 

  9 Simon Peter exclaimed, "Then wash my hands and head as 

well, Lord, not just my feet!" 

  10 Jesus replied, "A person who has bathed all over does not 

need to wash, except for the feet,* to be entirely clean. And 

you disciples are clean, but not all of you."11 For Jesus knew 

who would betray him. That is what he meant when he said, 

"Not all of you are clean." 

  12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat 

down and asked, "Do you understand what I was 

doing?13 You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and you are right, 

because that's what I am.14 And since I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each 

other's feet.15 I have given you an example to follow. Do as I 

have done to you.16 I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater 

than their master. Nor is the messenger more important than 

the one who sends the message.17 Now that you know these 

things, God will bless you for doing them. 

 

JESUS PREDICTS HIS BETRAYAL 

18 "I am not saying these things to all of you; I know the ones 

I have chosen. But this fulfills the Scripture that says, 'The one 



who eats my food has turned against me.'*19 I tell you this 

beforehand, so that when it happens you will believe that I 

AM the Messiah.*20 I tell you the truth, anyone who 

welcomes my messenger is welcoming me, and anyone who 

welcomes me is welcoming the Father who sent me." 

  21 Now Jesus was deeply troubled,* and he exclaimed, "I tell 

you the truth, one of you will betray me!" 

  22 The disciples looked at each other, wondering whom he 

could mean.23 The disciple Jesus loved was sitting next to 

Jesus at the table.*24 Simon Peter motioned to him to ask, 

"Who's he talking about?"25 So that disciple leaned over to 

Jesus and asked, "Lord, who is it?" 

  26 Jesus responded, "It is the one to whom I give the bread I 

dip in the bowl." And when he had dipped it, he gave it to 

Judas, son of Simon Iscariot.27 When Judas had eaten the 

bread, Satan entered into him. Then Jesus told him, "Hurry 

and do what you're going to do."28 None of the others at the 

table knew what Jesus meant.29 Since Judas was their 

treasurer, some thought Jesus was telling him to go and pay 

for the food or to give some money to the poor.30 So Judas 

left at once, going out into the night. 

 

JESUS PREDICTS PETER'S DENIAL 

31 As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, "The time has 

come for the Son of Man* to enter into his glory, and God will 

be glorified because of him.32 And since God receives glory 

because of the Son,* he will soon give glory to the 



Son.33 Dear children, I will be with you only a little longer. 

And as I told the Jewish leaders, you will search for me, but 

you can't come where I am going.34 So now I am giving you a 

new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, 

you should love each other.35 Your love for one another will 

prove to the world that you are my disciples." 

  36 Simon Peter asked, "Lord, where are you going?" 

  And Jesus replied, "You can't go with me now, but you will 

follow me later." 

  37 "But why can't I come now, Lord?" he asked. "I'm ready 

to die for you." 

  38 Jesus answered, "Die for me? I tell you the truth, Peterð

before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny 

three times that you even know me. 

John 14 

JESUS, THE WAY TO THE FATHER 

1 "Don't let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust 

also in me.2 There is more than enough room in my Father's 

home.* If this were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going to prepare a place for you?*3 When everything is ready, 

I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me 

where I am.4 And you know the way to where I am going." 

  5 "No, we don't know, Lord," Thomas said. "We have no 

idea where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 

  6 Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 

one can come to the Father except through me.7 If you had 



really known me, you would know who my Father is.* From 

now on, you do know him and have seen him!" 

  8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 

satisfied." 

  9 Jesus replied, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, 

and yet you still don't know who I am? Anyone who has seen 

me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show 

him to you?10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in me? The words I speak are not my own, but 

my Father who lives in me does his work through me.11 Just 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at 

least believe because of the work you have seen me do. 

  12 "I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do 

the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I 

am going to be with the Father.13 You can ask for anything in 

my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to 

the Father.14 Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will 

do it! 

 

JESUS PROMISES THE HOLY SPIRIT 

15 "If you love me, obey* my commandments.16 And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,* who 

will never leave you.17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into 

all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn't 

looking for him and doesn't recognize him. But you know him, 

because he lives with you now and later will be in 

you.*18 No, I will not abandon you as orphansðI will come 



to you.19 Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will 

see me. Since I live, you also will live.20 When I am raised to 

life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are 

in me, and I am in you.21 Those who accept my 

commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And 

because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will 

love them and reveal myself to each of them." 

  22 Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other disciple with that 

name) said to him, "Lord, why are you going to reveal 

yourself only to us and not to the world at large?" 

  23 Jesus replied, "All who love me will do what I say. My 

Father will love them, and we will come and make our home 

with each of them.24 Anyone who doesn't love me will not 

obey me. And remember, my words are not my own. What I 

am telling you is from the Father who sent me.25 I am telling 

you these things now while I am still with you.26 But when 

the Father sends the Advocate as my representativeðthat is, 

the Holy Spiritðhe will teach you everything and will remind 

you of everything I have told you. 

  27 "I am leaving you with a giftðpeace of mind and heart. 

And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don't 

be troubled or afraid.28 Remember what I told you: I am 

going away, but I will come back to you again. If you really 

loved me, you would be happy that I am going to the Father, 

who is greater than I am.29 I have told you these things before 

they happen so that when they do happen, you will believe. 

  30 "I don't have much more time to talk to you, because the 



ruler of this world approaches. He has no power over 

me,31 but I will do what the Father requires of me, so that the 

world will know that I love the Father. Come, let's be going. 

John 15 

JESUS, THE TRUE VINE 

1 "I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener.2 He 

cuts off every branch of mine that doesn't produce fruit, and he 

prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce 

even more.3 You have already been pruned and purified by 

the message I have given you.4 Remain in me, and I will 

remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is 

severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you 

remain in me. 

  5 "Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who 

remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart 

from me you can do nothing.6 Anyone who does not remain in 

me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such 

branches are gathered into a pile to be burned.7 But if you 

remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for 

anything you want, and it will be granted!8 When you produce 

much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory 

to my Father. 

  9 "I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain 

in my love.10 When you obey my commandments, you 

remain in my love, just as I obey my Father's commandments 

and remain in his love.11 I have told you these things so that 



you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will 

overflow!12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the 

same way I have loved you.13 There is no greater love than to 

lay down one's life for one's friends.14 You are my friends if 

you do what I command.15 I no longer call you slaves, 

because a master doesn't confide in his slaves. Now you are 

my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told 

me.16 You didn't choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to 

go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask for, using my name.17 This is my 

command: Love each other. 

 

THE WORLD'S HATRED 

18 "If the world hates you, remember that it hated me 

first.19 The world would love you as one of its own if you 

belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose 

you to come out of the world, so it hates you.20 Do you 

remember what I told you? 'A slave is not greater than the 

master.' Since they persecuted me, naturally they will 

persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would 

listen to you.21 They will do all this to you because of me, for 

they have rejected the one who sent me.22 They would not be 

guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now they 

have no excuse for their sin.23 Anyone who hates me also 

hates my Father.24 If I hadn't done such miraculous signs 

among them that no one else could do, they would not be 

guilty. But as it is, they have seen everything I did, yet they 



still hate me and my Father.25 This fulfills what is written in 

their Scriptures*: 'They hated me without cause.' 

  26 "But I will send you the Advocate*ðthe Spirit of truth. 

He will come to you from the Father and will testify all about 

me.27 And you must also testify about me because you have 

been with me from the beginning of my ministry. 

John 16 

1 "I have told you these things so that you won't abandon your 

faith.2 For you will be expelled from the synagogues, and the 

time is coming when those who kill you will think they are 

doing a holy service for God.3 This is because they have never 

known the Father or me.4 Yes, I'm telling you these things 

now, so that when they happen, you will remember my 

warning. I didn't tell you earlier because I was going to be 

with you for a while longer. 

 

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

5 "But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not 

one of you is asking where I am going.6 Instead, you grieve 

because of what I've told you.7 But in fact, it is best for you 

that I go away, because if I don't, the Advocate* won't come. 

If I do go away, then I will send him to you.8 And when he 

comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God's 

righteousness, and of the coming judgment.9 The world's sin 

is that it refuses to believe in me.10 Righteousness is available 

because I go to the Father, and you will see me no 



more.11 Judgment will come because the ruler of this world 

has already been judged. 

  12 "There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can't 

bear it now.13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 

you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell 

you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future.14 He 

will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from 

me.15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, 

'The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.' 

 

SADNESS WILL BE TURNED TO JOY 

16 "In a little while you won't see me anymore. But a little 

while after that, you will see me again." 

  17 Some of the disciples asked each other, "What does he 

mean when he says, 'In a little while you won't see me, but 

then you will see me,' and 'I am going to the Father'?18 And 

what does he mean by 'a little while'? We don't understand." 

  19 Jesus realized they wanted to ask him about it, so he said, 

"Are you asking yourselves what I meant? I said in a little 

while you won't see me, but a little while after that you will 

see me again.20 I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn 

over what is going to happen to me, but the world will rejoice. 

You will grieve, but your grief will suddenly turn to wonderful 

joy.21 It will be like a woman suffering the pains of labor. 

When her child is born, her anguish gives way to joy because 

she has brought a new baby into the world.22 So you have 

sorrow now, but I will see you again; then you will rejoice, 



and no one can rob you of that joy.23 At that time you won't 

need to ask me for anything. I tell you the truth, you will ask 

the Father directly, and he will grant your request because you 

use my name.24 You haven't done this before. Ask, using my 

name, and you will receive, and you will have abundant joy. 

  25 "I have spoken of these matters in figures of speech, but 

soon I will stop speaking figuratively and will tell you plainly 

all about the Father.26 Then you will ask in my name. I'm not 

saying I will ask the Father on your behalf,27 for the Father 

himself loves you dearly because you love me and believe that 

I came from God.*28 Yes, I came from the Father into the 

world, and now I will leave the world and return to the 

Father." 

  29 Then his disciples said, "At last you are speaking plainly 

and not figuratively.30 Now we understand that you know 

everything, and there's no need to question you. From this we 

believe that you came from God." 

  31 Jesus asked, "Do you finally believe?32 But the time is 

comingðindeed it's here nowðwhen you will be scattered, 

each one going his own way, leaving me alone. Yet I am not 

alone because the Father is with me.33 I have told you all this 

so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have 

many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have 

overcome the world." 

John 17 



THE PRAYER OF JESUS 

1 After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and 

said, "Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son so he can 

give glory back to you.2 For you have given him authority 

over everyone. He gives eternal life to each one you have 

given him.3 And this is the way to have eternal lifeðto know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to 

earth.4 I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the 

work you gave me to do.5 Now, Father, bring me into the 

glory we shared before the world began. 

  6 "I have revealed you* to the ones you gave me from this 

world. They were always yours. You gave them to me, and 

they have kept your word.7 Now they know that everything I 

have is a gift from you,8 for I have passed on to them the 

message you gave me. They accepted it and know that I came 

from you, and they believe you sent me. 

  9 "My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have 

given me, because they belong to you.10 All who are mine 

belong to you, and you have given them to me, so they bring 

me glory.11 Now I am departing from the world; they are 

staying in this world, but I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

you have given me your name;* now protect them by the 

power of your name so that they will be united just as we 

are.12 During my time here, I protected them by the power of 

the name you gave me.* I guarded them so that not one was 

lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures 

foretold. 



  13 "Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while 

I was with them in this world so they would be filled with my 

joy.14 I have given them your word. And the world hates them 

because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world.15 I'm not asking you to take them out of 

the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one.16 They do 

not belong to this world any more than I do.17 Make them 

holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is 

truth.18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them 

into the world.19 And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for 

them so they can be made holy by your truth. 

  20 "I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all 

who will ever believe in me through their message.21 I pray 

that they will all be one, just as you and I are oneðas you are 

in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that 

the world will believe you sent me. 

  22 "I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be 

one as we are one.23 I am in them and you are in me. May 

they experience such perfect unity that the world will know 

that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love 

me.24 Father, I want these whom you have given me to be 

with me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave 

me because you loved me even before the world began! 

  25 "O righteous Father, the world doesn't know you, but I do; 

and these disciples know you sent me.26 I have revealed you 

to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me 

will be in them, and I will be in them." 



John 18 

JESUS IS BETRAYED AND ARRESTED 

1 After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley 

with his disciples and entered a grove of olive trees.2 Judas, 

the betrayer, knew this place, because Jesus had often gone 

there with his disciples.3 The leading priests and Pharisees 

had given Judas a contingent of Roman soldiers and Temple 

guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torches, lanterns, 

and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove. 

  4 Jesus fully realized all that was going to happen to him, so 

he stepped forward to meet them. "Who are you looking for?" 

he asked. 

  5 "Jesus the Nazarene,"* they replied. 

  "I AM he,"* Jesus said. (Judas, who betrayed him, was 

standing with them.)6 As Jesus said "I AM he," they all drew 

back and fell to the ground!7 Once more he asked them, "Who 

are you looking for?" 

  And again they replied, "Jesus the Nazarene." 

  8 "I told you that I AM he," Jesus said. "And since I am the 

one you want, let these others go."9 He did this to fulfill his 

own statement: "I did not lose a single one of those you have 

given me."* 

  10 Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off the right 

ear of Malchus, the high priest's slave.11 But Jesus said to 

Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Shall I not drink 

from the cup of suffering the Father has given me?" 



 

JESUS AT THE HIGH PRIEST'S HOUSE 

12 So the soldiers, their commanding officer, and the Temple 

guards arrested Jesus and tied him up.13 First they took him to 

Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest at that 

time.*14 Caiaphas was the one who had told the other Jewish 

leaders, "It's better that one man should die for the people." 

 

PETER'S FIRST DENIAL 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did another of the disciples. 

That other disciple was acquainted with the high priest, so he 

was allowed to enter the high priest's courtyard with 

Jesus.16 Peter had to stay outside the gate. Then the disciple 

who knew the high priest spoke to the woman watching at the 

gate, and she let Peter in.17 The woman asked Peter, "You're 

not one of that man's disciples, are you?" 

  "No," he said, "I am not." 

  18 Because it was cold, the household servants and the 

guards had made a charcoal fire. They stood around it, 

warming themselves, and Peter stood with them, warming 

himself. 

 

THE HIGH PRIEST QUESTIONS JESUS 

19 Inside, the high priest began asking Jesus about his 

followers and what he had been teaching them.20 Jesus 

replied, "Everyone knows what I teach. I have preached 

regularly in the synagogues and the Temple, where the 



people* gather. I have not spoken in secret.21 Why are you 

asking me this question? Ask those who heard me. They know 

what I said." 

  22 Then one of the Temple guards standing nearby slapped 

Jesus across the face. "Is that the way to answer the high 

priest?" he demanded. 

  23 Jesus replied, "If I said anything wrong, you must prove 

it. But if I'm speaking the truth, why are you beating me?" 

  24 Then Annas bound Jesus and sent him to Caiaphas, the 

high priest. 

 

PETER'S SECOND AND THIRD DENIALS 

25 Meanwhile, as Simon Peter was standing by the fire 

warming himself, they asked him again, "You're not one of his 

disciples, are you?" 

  He denied it, saying, "No, I am not." 

  26 But one of the household slaves of the high priest, a 

relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Didn't 

I see you out there in the olive grove with Jesus?"27 Again 

Peter denied it. And immediately a rooster crowed. 

 

JESUS' TRIAL BEFORE PILATE 

28 Jesus' trial before Caiaphas ended in the early hours of the 

morning. Then he was taken to the headquarters of the Roman 

governor.* His accusers didn't go inside because it would 

defile them, and they wouldn't be allowed to celebrate the 

Passover.29 So Pilate, the governor, went out to them and 



asked, "What is your charge against this man?" 

  30 "We wouldn't have handed him over to you if he weren't a 

criminal!" they retorted. 

  31 "Then take him away and judge him by your own law," 

Pilate told them. 

  "Only the Romans are permitted to execute someone," the 

Jewish leaders replied.32 (This fulfilled Jesus' prediction 

about the way he would die.*) 

  33 Then Pilate went back into his headquarters and called for 

Jesus to be brought to him. "Are you the king of the Jews?" he 

asked him. 

  34 Jesus replied, "Is this your own question, or did others tell 

you about me?" 

  35 "Am I a Jew?" Pilate retorted. "Your own people and their 

leading priests brought you to me for trial. Why? What have 

you done?" 

  36 Jesus answered, "My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. 

If it were, my followers would fight to keep me from being 

handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of 

this world." 

  37 Pilate said, "So you are a king?" 

  Jesus responded, "You say I am a king. Actually, I was born 

and came into the world to testify to the truth. All who love 

the truth recognize that what I say is true." 

  38 "What is truth?" Pilate asked. Then he went out again to 

the people and told them, "He is not guilty of any 

crime.39 But you have a custom of asking me to release one 



prisoner each year at Passover. Would you like me to release 

this 'King of the Jews'?" 

  40 But they shouted back, "No! Not this man. We want 

Barabbas!" (Barabbas was a revolutionary.) 

John 19 

JESUS SENTENCED TO DEATH 

1 Then Pilate had Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip.2 The 

soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and 

they put a purple robe on him.3 "Hail! King of the Jews!" they 

mocked, as they slapped him across the face. 

  4 Pilate went outside again and said to the people, "I am 

going to bring him out to you now, but understand clearly that 

I find him not guilty."5 Then Jesus came out wearing the 

crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said, "Look, 

here is the man!" 

  6 When they saw him, the leading priests and Temple guards 

began shouting, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 

  "Take him yourselves and crucify him," Pilate said. "I find 

him not guilty." 

  7 The Jewish leaders replied, "By our law he ought to die 

because he called himself the Son of God." 

  8 When Pilate heard this, he was more frightened than 

ever.9 He took Jesus back into the headquarters* again and 

asked him, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no 

answer.10 "Why don't you talk to me?" Pilate demanded. 

"Don't you realize that I have the power to release you or 



crucify you?" 

  11 Then Jesus said, "You would have no power over me at 

all unless it were given to you from above. So the one who 

handed me over to you has the greater sin." 

  12 Then Pilate tried to release him, but the Jewish leaders 

shouted, "If you release this man, you are no 'friend of 

Caesar.'* Anyone who declares himself a king is a rebel 

against Caesar." 

  13 When they said this, Pilate brought Jesus out to them 

again. Then Pilate sat down on the judgment seat on the 

platform that is called the Stone Pavement (in Hebrew, 

Gabbatha).14 It was now about noon on the day of 

preparation for the Passover. And Pilate said to the people,* 

"Look, here is your king!" 

  15 "Away with him," they yelled. "Away with him! Crucify 

him!" 

  "What? Crucify your king?" Pilate asked. 

  "We have no king but Caesar," the leading priests shouted 

back. 

  16 Then Pilate turned Jesus over to them to be crucified. 

 

The Crucifixion 

So they took Jesus away.17 Carrying the cross by himself, he 

went to the place called Place of the Skull (in Hebrew, 

Golgotha).18 There they nailed him to the cross. Two others 

were crucified with him, one on either side, with Jesus 

between them.19 And Pilate posted a sign on the cross that 



read, "Jesus of Nazareth,* the King of the Jews."20 The place 

where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was 

written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, so that many people 

could read it. 

  21 Then the leading priests objected and said to Pilate, 

"Change it from 'The King of the Jews' to 'He said, I am King 

of the Jews.'" 

  22 Pilate replied, "No, what I have written, I have written." 

  23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided his 

clothes among the four of them. They also took his robe, but it 

was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.24 So 

they said, "Rather than tearing it apart, let's throw dice* for it." 

This fulfilled the Scripture that says, "They divided my 

garments among themselves and threw dice for my clothing."* 

So that is what they did. 

  25 Standing near the cross were Jesus' mother, and his 

mother's sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), and Mary 

Magdalene.26 When Jesus saw his mother standing there 

beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, "Dear woman, here 

is your son."27 And he said to this disciple, "Here is your 

mother." And from then on this disciple took her into his 

home. 

 

THE DEATH OF JESUS 

28 Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill 

Scripture he said, "I am thirsty."*29 A jar of sour wine was 

sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop 



branch, and held it up to his lips.30 When Jesus had tasted it, 

he said, "It is finished!" Then he bowed his head and released 

his spirit. 

  31 It was the day of preparation, and the Jewish leaders didn't 

want the bodies hanging there the next day, which was the 

Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath, because it was the 

Passover). So they asked Pilate to hasten their deaths by 

ordering that their legs be broken. Then their bodies could be 

taken down.32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the 

two men crucified with Jesus.33 But when they came to Jesus, 

they saw that he was already dead, so they didn't break his 

legs.34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a 

spear, and immediately blood and water flowed out.35 (This 

report is from an eyewitness giving an accurate account. He 

speaks the truth so that you also can believe.*)36 These things 

happened in fulfillment of the Scriptures that say, "Not one of 

his bones will be broken,"*37 and "They will look on the one 

they pierced."* 

 

THE BURIAL OF JESUS 

38 Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret 

disciple of Jesus (because he feared the Jewish leaders), asked 

Pilate for permission to take down Jesus' body. When Pilate 

gave permission, Joseph came and took the body 

away.39 With him came Nicodemus, the man who had come 

to Jesus at night. He brought about seventy-five pounds* of 

perfumed ointment made from myrrh and aloes.40 Following 



Jewish burial custom, they wrapped Jesus' body with the 

spices in long sheets of linen cloth.41 The place of crucifixion 

was near a garden, where there was a new tomb, never used 

before.42 And so, because it was the day of preparation for the 

Jewish Passover* and since the tomb was close at hand, they 

laid Jesus there. 

John 20 

THE RESURRECTION 

1 Early on Sunday morning,* while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had 

been rolled away from the entrance.2 She ran and found 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. 

She said, "They have taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, 

and we don't know where they have put him!" 

  3 Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb.4 They 

were both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first.5 He stooped and looked in and saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, but he didn't go in.6 Then Simon 

Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen 

wrappings lying there,7 while the cloth that had covered Jesus' 

head was folded up and lying apart from the other 

wrappings.8 Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first 

also went in, and he saw and believedð9 for until then they 

still hadn't understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise 

from the dead.10 Then they went home. 

 



JESUS APPEARS TO MARY MAGDALENE 

11 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she 

wept, she stooped and looked in.12 She saw two white-robed 

angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the 

place where the body of Jesus had been lying.13 "Dear 

woman, why are you crying?" the angels asked her. 

  "Because they have taken away my Lord," she replied, "and I 

don't know where they have put him." 

  14 She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It 

was Jesus, but she didn't recognize him.15 "Dear woman, why 

are you crying?" Jesus asked her. "Who are you looking for?" 

  She thought he was the gardener. "Sir," she said, "if you have 

taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go 

and get him." 

  16 "Mary!" Jesus said. 

  She turned to him and cried out, "Rabboni!" (which is 

Hebrew for "Teacher"). 

  17 "Don't cling to me," Jesus said, "for I haven't yet ascended 

to the Father. But go find my brothers and tell them, 'I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.'" 

  18 Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, "I 

have seen the Lord!" Then she gave them his message. 

 

JESUS APPEARS TO HIS DISCIPLES 

19 That Sunday evening* the disciples were meeting behind 

locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 



Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! "Peace be 

with you," he said.20 As he spoke, he showed them the 

wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy 

when they saw the Lord!21 Again he said, "Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you."22 Then he 

breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.23 If you 

forgive anyone's sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive 

them, they are not forgiven." 

 

JESUS APPEARS TO THOMAS 

24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the 

Twin),* was not with the others when Jesus came.25 They 

told him, "We have seen the Lord!" 

  But he replied, "I won't believe it unless I see the nail 

wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my 

hand into the wound in his side." 

  26 Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this 

time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but 

suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. "Peace 

be with you," he said.27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your 

finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the 

wound in my side. Don't be faithless any longer. Believe!" 

  28 "My Lord and my God!" Thomas exclaimed. 

  29 Then Jesus told him, "You believe because you have seen 

me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me." 

 

PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 



30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in 

addition to the ones recorded in this book.31 But these are 

written so that you may continue to believe* that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you 

will have life by the power of his name. 

John 21 

EPILOGUE: JESUS APPEARS TO SEVEN DISCIPLES 

1 Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of 

Galilee.* This is how it happened.2 Several of the disciples 

were thereðSimon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin),* 

Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

other disciples. 

  3 Simon Peter said, "I'm going fishing." 

  "We'll come, too," they all said. So they went out in the boat, 

but they caught nothing all night. 

  4 At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples 

couldn't see who he was.5 He called out, "Fellows,* have you 

caught any fish?" 

  "No," they replied. 

  6 Then he said, "Throw out your net on the right-hand side of 

the boat, and you'll get some!" So they did, and they couldn't 

haul in the net because there were so many fish in it. 

  7 Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, "It's the Lord!" 

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 

tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water, 

and headed to shore.8 The others stayed with the boat and 



pulled the loaded net to the shore, for they were only about a 

hundred yards* from shore.9 When they got there, they found 

breakfast waiting for themðfish cooking over a charcoal fire, 

and some bread. 

  10 "Bring some of the fish you've just caught," Jesus 

said.11 So Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the 

shore. There were 153 large fish, and yet the net hadn't torn. 

  12 "Now come and have some breakfast!" Jesus said. None 

of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" They knew 

it was the Lord.13 Then Jesus served them the bread and the 

fish.14 This was the third time Jesus had appeared to his 

disciples since he had been raised from the dead. 

  15 After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, "Simon son of 

John, do you love me more than these?*" 

  "Yes, Lord," Peter replied, "you know I love you." 

  "Then feed my lambs," Jesus told him. 

  16 Jesus repeated the question: "Simon son of John, do you 

love me?" 

  "Yes, Lord," Peter said, "you know I love you." 

  "Then take care of my sheep," Jesus said. 

  17 A third time he asked him, "Simon son of John, do you 

love me?" 

  Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He 

said, "Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you." 

  Jesus said, "Then feed my sheep. 

  18 "I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able 

to do as you liked; you dressed yourself and went wherever 



you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out 

your hands, and others* will dress you and take you where 

you don't want to go."19 Jesus said this to let him know by 

what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, 

"Follow me." 

  20 Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple 

Jesus lovedðthe one who had leaned over to Jesus during 

supper and asked, "Lord, who will betray you?"21 Peter asked 

Jesus, "What about him, Lord?" 

  22 Jesus replied, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, 

what is that to you? As for you, follow me."23 So the rumor 

spread among the community of believers* that this disciple 

wouldn't die. But that isn't what Jesus said at all. He only said, 

"If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to 

you?" 

  24 This disciple is the one who testifies to these events and 

has recorded them here. And we know that his account of 

these things is accurate. 

  25 Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written 

down, I suppose the whole world could not contain the books 

that would be written. 

 

 

 



Scripture Memory Verses 

Scripture Memory Verses will help you grow in the faith of 

Jesus Christ and to live a life pleasing and holy to God.  They 

will also be tools for you to use when sharing your faith with 

others! 

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of Godôs glorious 

standard.  (Romans 3.23) 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 

life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 6.23) 

But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die 

for us while we were still sinners.  (Romans 5.8) 

For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not 

perish but have eternal life. (John 3.16) 

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 

in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved.  For it is by believing in your heart that you are made 

right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that 

you are saved. (Romans 10.9-10) 

Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it againðrejoice!  Let 

everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. 

Remember, the Lord is   coming soon. Donôt worry about 

anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you 

need, and thank Him for all He has done.  Then you will 

experience Godôs peace, which exceeds anything we can 

understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 

live in Christ Jesus.   And now, dear brothers and sisters, one 

final thing, fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, 

and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about 

things that are excellent and worthy of praise.  Keep putting 

into practice all you learned and received from með

everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the 



God of peace will be with you.  (Philippians 4.4-9) 

So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each 

other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 

Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are 

My disciples.  (John 13.34,35) 

So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for 

the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10.31) 

What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Donôt 

they come from the evil desires at war within you?  (James 

4.1) 

If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and 

not living in the truth. But if we confess our sins to Him, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 

all wickedness.  (1John 1.8-9) 

Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 

other, for love covers a multitude of sins.  (1 Peter 4.8) 

And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who 

wants to come to Him must believe that God exists and that 

He rewards those who sincerely seek Him.  (Hebrews 11.6) 

For nothing is impossible with God.  (Luke 1.37) 

Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a 

life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God.  

Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, 

making allowance for each otherôs faults because of your love.  

Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, 

binding yourselves together with peace.  (Ephesians 4.1-3)  

And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your 

needs from His glorious riches, which have been given to us in 



Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 4.19) 

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help 

them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them.  

Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we 

can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and 

dignity.  (1 Timothy 2.1-2) 

For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to 

all people. And we are instructed to turn from godless living 

and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with 

wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, while we look 

forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave 

His life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to 

make us His very own people, totally committed to doing 

good deeds.  (Titus 2.11-14)  

So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you.   (James 4.7) 

A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. 

Put on all of Godôs armor so that you will be able to stand firm 

against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting 

against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and 

authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this 

dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 

Therefore, put on every piece of Godôs armor so you will be 

able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the 

battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, 

putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of Godôs 

righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the 

Good News so that you will be fully prepared. In addition to 

all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows 

of the devil.  Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Pray in the 

Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 



persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.  

(Ephesians 6.10-18) 

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your 

sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place 

of honor at Godôs right hand. Think about the things of 

heaven, not the things of earth.  For you died to this life, and 

your real life is hidden with Christ in God.  And when Christ, 

who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share 

in all His glory. So put to death the sinful, earthly things 

lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Donôt be greedy, 

for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this 

world. Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. You 

used to do these things when your life was still part of this 

world. But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious 

behavior, slander, and dirty language. Donôt lie to each other, 

for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its 

wicked deeds. Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you 

learn to know your Creator and become like Him. In this new 

life, it doesnôt matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, 

circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or 

free. Christ is all that matters, and He lives in all of us. Since 

God chose you to be the holy people He loves, you must 

clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each 

otherôs faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 

Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all 

together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes 

from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body 

you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. Let 

the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. 

Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom He gives. 

Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with 

thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to 



God the Father.  (Colossians 3.1-17) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotions 

DAY 1 

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a 

new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! (2 

Corinthians 5.17) 

One of the best things that happens to us when we ask Jesus 

Christ to come into our life, is that He cleans up our life. We 

may have been involved with drugs, alcohol, sexual 

relationships outside of marriage, possessing a mouth that only 

spewed out filthy language, or any other aspect of life that is 

not pleasing to God, but now Godôs Holy Spirit begins a 

clean-up process. 

Itôs not instant. You may have been involved in wrong 

attitudes and a sinful lifestyle for a long time. Itôs a process. 

The more we fill our life with Jesus (praying often and 

studying our Bible daily) the sooner we, and those around us, 

will see a big difference in our life. We must begin the process 

of emptying ourselves of our wishes and wants and being 

filled with the goodness and peace of God. 

It also doesnôt erase the effects of sin. Sin is pleasant for a 

short time, but there is a payment that has to be made. Often 

times this payment is health problems or fractured 

relationships. Alcohol and drug addiction can lead to serious 

health problems. Sex outside of a godly marriage, one man 

and one woman for a lifetime, can lead to life threatening 

diseases that not only make your life miserable but can also be 

passed on at birth to your children (AIDS). 

But when we turn our life over to Jesus, we no longer involve 

ourselves in the old ways and the sinful habits. Our old life 

(sin) is gone, our new life (in Christ) has begun. He can bring 

healing into our lives. Physical healing, if it is according to 

His plan and purpose for our life and relationship healing as  

others begin to notice the change in our life.   



The best part is when you ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins 

(Savior) and to lead your life according to His will (Lord) you 

will never be held accountable for your past sins. They are 

dead, gone, and remembered by our heavenly Father no more. 

When He looks at you now, He sees the sacrifice made by His 

Son Jesus and accepts you as a new and holy life. Praise God 

for His plan of rescue! 

Prayer - Dear God, thank you for saving me from my sins. 

Please work in my life to remove everything that does not 

honor you and remake my life so that it is pleasing to You. I 

want to be like Jesus and live a life that other people will see 

and praise You for. Thank you for Your Spirit that will show 

me how to live.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 2 

So the Word became human and made his home among us. He 

was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen 

his glory, the glory of the Fatherôs one and only Son.  (John 

1.14) 

Imagine the depth of Godôs love. We can hardly begin. 

Everything around you, God created. Everybody around you, 

God created. As God looked at His creation and the awful 

mess we had gotten ourselves into because of sin, He decided 

to intervene and to fix the problem. His intervention is called 

the Incarnation. Incarnation means that God the Son put on 

Himself human flesh and came to live among us. This    

happened 2,000 years ago in a humble stable in Bethlehem. 

God the creator of all, loved you and me so much that He 

would willingly leave the splendors of heaven, temporarily set 

aside the brilliance of His glory and instead surround Himself 

with the sounds of a smelly stable and the worship of a few 

shepherds and magi. Oh, the depth of Godôs love! 

In the Gospel of Matthew there is told the account of Jesus 

taking   Peter, John and James up onto a high mountain. The 

purpose of this visit was that Jesus intended to show them a 

small glimpse of Who He really was. While they were there, 

His clothes became as white as the light and the face of Jesus 

began to shine like the sun. Can you imagine the feelings that 

Peter, James and John must have felt? The Bible tells us that 

they were terrified and fell with their faces to the ground. Of 

course they did! We would too! 

Our Lord is so magnificent and so awesome that words cannot        

adequately describe Him. It was this Glorious Lord that came 

to that stable as a baby so that He could go to a cross thirty-

three years later to take on Himself your sins and mine. In the 

book of Romans, the Apostle Paul wrote, But God showed His 

great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were 

still sinners.   



This same creator God loves you and He has promised that He 

will never leave you and He will never forsake you. Oh, what 

a Savior! 

Prayer - Oh Mighty God, I know that I do not deserve your 

great love and faithfulness. Thank you for dying for me! 

Forgive me for all the days and years that I have not 

worshipped You. I want to experience Your glory and 

presence in my life. Use me to bring other people to know You 

as their Savior and Lord. You alone are worthy to receive all 

praise, all honor, and all glory. Praise Your Name forever! 

Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 3 

For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it 

says, óThe stone that you builders rejected has now become 

the cornerstone.ô
 
There is salvation in no one else! God has 

given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.  

(Acts 4.11-12) 

The very name óJesusô means Yahweh (the name of God) is 

Salvation. We like to think that if Jesus had come in our time 

that we would have accepted Him and the crucifixion would 

never have taken place. Unfortunately, we would have 

probably done the same as the religious leaders of 2,000 years 

ago. Our sin nature desires to be protected at any cost. We 

donôt want anyone to shine the light too brightly in the dark 

crevices of our heart. Exposure as the sinful creatures that we 

are is not comfortable. 

Jesus came to His own and His own rejected Him. Two 

thousand years later mankind continues to reject Godôs 

solution to our sin problem. We try to ñfixò ourselves by being 

what we determine is ñgoodò or by being a devout person 

reading and studying Scripture. We join a church and are 

faithful every single day of worship. While these are all nice 

things to do, they fail miserably to gain our salvation and a 

right standing with God. 

There is only one way for us to stand before God and to be 

seen by Him as acceptable. That one Way is Jesus Christ. 

Often people will try to ñaddò Jesus to their other paths to 

God. Jesus plus good works; or Jesus plus Mohammed; or 

Jesus plus Buddha; or Jesus plus any other gods. It just doesnôt 

work! Jesus is not a way among other ways, or a truth among 

other truths. If Jesus is truly the Son of God then we have to 

accept that His words are truth and that there is no falsehood 

found in them. Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

No one can come to the Father except through Me. This 

means very simply that Jesus is the only way that anyone can 



be saved and have eternal life. 

Does your new life in Him paint a picture of His wonderful 

saving grace? If not, purpose in your heart today to allow Him 

full access to your life. 

Prayer - Precious Lord Jesus, help me to put you into first 

place in my life. May nothing else come between You and me. 

When others look at my life, may they see You and the 

wonderful way that You are changing my life to fit your plan. 

Lord, Iôm excited to now be on the one true path to eternal 

life. Thank You for saving me! Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 4 

 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your 

own understanding.  (Proverbs 3.5) 

When we read Scripture we often find verses or commands 

that seem too hard and too difficult to obey. Or, we look at 

them and feel that we know a better way. Sometimes we read 

verses of the Bible and it would seem that they conflict with 

what we are led to believe is ótrueô by the educated world. A 

good example of that is Creationism (that God created the 

world and all that it in it in six days) and Evolution (that the 

world came from nothing and evolved to its current state over 

the course of billions of years). Those who call themselves 

educated try desperately to convince us that Evolution is the 

only answer and that we are all just animals living out a 

random existence; when we die we simply cease to exist. This 

is not what God has told us in the Bible! 

The Bible tells us that: In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth; God said, ñLet there be light,ò and 

there was light; God said, ñLet there be a space between the 

waters, to separate the waters of the heavens from the waters 

of the earth.ò ...God called the space ñsky.ò; God created dry 

ground; all plants and trees; the sun, moon and stars; fish and 

birds; all animals on Earth; then God said, ñLet us make 

human beings in our image, to be like us. 

You were created in the image of God! This means you are a 

soul not just a body. A body will experience birth, aging, 

death, and finally decay. A soul is eternal; it will last forever 

and forever. One hundred years from now your ñbodyò will 

most likely be on its way to becoming dust.  But, one million 

years from now your soul (this is who you REALLY are) will 

be living either in heaven (if you have trusted on Jesus as your 

Savior) or in hell (if you have chosen to reject Him). 

 God put thought and effort into creating you. You are not an 



accident of nature but a divinely created person who is deeply 

loved by its Creator. Never think for one moment that God has 

left you to fend for yourself. He has a wonderful plan for your 

life and desires for you to grow daily in your relationship with 

Him. 

When itôs hard to understand a problem or difficulty in your 

life, take a deep breath and repeat todayôs Scripture. Trust in 

the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own 

understanding.  If you do this, He will direct your path. He 

will indeed be the Lord of your life. 

Prayer - God, I really donôt understand everything but I know 

You do and I trust You. I believe in You with all of my heart 

and ask that You direct my feet as I journey through this life. 

Make me fit for heaven.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 5 

Shout with joy to the LORD, all the earth! Worship the LORD 

with gladness. Come before Him, singing with joy. 

Acknowledge that the LORD is God! He made us, and we are 

His. We are His people, the sheep of His pasture.  Enter His 

gates with thanksgiving; go into His courts with praise. Give 

thanks to Him and praise His name. For the LORD is good. His 

unfailing love continues forever, and His faithfulness 

continues to each generation. (Psalm 100) 

Have you ever seen someone who said that they were a 

Christian but it seemed like they forgot to tell their face how 

ñhappyò it should be? When we stop and realize that we were 

headed for hell and that Jesus reached down and pulled us out 

of the pit, we canôt live a joy-less life! Our worship should 

begin when we wake up and not slow down until our eyes 

close and sleep takes its turn.  

Sure, you will see people without Christ smile and joke around 

like all is well, but all is not well and deep down they know it. 

If they are completely honest with themselves they will admit 

that something is missing in their life and they just canôt seem 

to put their finger on it.   

The ñsomethingò that is missing is Christ and the joy that He 

alone brings. A person without Christ is uncertain and afraid 

of what lies beyond death. But with Christ we have the 

promise of life with Him forever in Heaven. A believerôs 

assurance has already been paid for by Christ Himself on the 

cross of Calvary. So we cannot be joy-less any longer. Jesus 

has shown us the way of real life! Psalm 16.11 You will show 

me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and 

the pleasures of living with you forever. 

In fact, we are commanded to serve the Lord with joy. Psalm 

33.1, Let the godly sing with joy to the Lord, for it is fitting to 

praise Him. Psalm 47.1, Come, everyone, and clap your hands 

for joy! Shout to God with joyful praise! Psalm 68.3, But let 



the godly rejoice. Let them be glad in Godôs presence. Let 

them be filled with joy. We do this because, as Psalm 71.23, 

declares, I will shout for joy and sing your praises, for You 

have redeemed me. 

Teach this to your children and your grandchildren. Rejoice 

and be glad in what God has done for you through Jesus 

Christ. When you feel those moments of unexplainable 

sadness that sometimes creeps into our lives, lift up your head, 

ask God to renew your strength, and praise His holy name. 

Prayer - Father, You are my joy, my hope, my strength, my 

everything. Refresh and renew my heart. Paint my mind with 

the joyful colors of your power and glory. When others look at 

me, let them see the joy of my salvation. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 6 

  

But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom 

you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors 

served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my 

family, we will serve the LORD.  (Joshua 24.15) 

As the nation of Israel was about to be led into the land 

promised to them by God (to Abraham many years before), 

Joshua had to call the people to make firm their commitment. 

Many of these had worshipped other gods, gods made of wood 

and stone, who were in fact not gods at all but representative 

of evil demons. If they were to possess the land and prosper, 

they would have to follow God and God alone. Joshua made 

the commitment of his family known to all - my family will 

serve the Lord. 

In the day in which we live there are little gods all around us. 

Maybe it really is a false god of wood or stone, but it can just 

as well be anything that we place before our devotion to God.   

Priorities. How do we order our life? The Bible teaches us to 

put God first in our life. Our future, our plans, and our 

everyday decisions should all be made seeking His will for our 

life. In second place is our spouse - our husband or wife. God 

gave that man (if you are a woman) or that woman (if you are 

a man) to you. They are holy and created in His image. At 

marriage the two of you became one. You are not to place 

anything, other than God, before them.  

In third place are any children that God blesses you with. I 

have too often seen a mom or a dad put the wants and wishes 

of their children ahead of their spouse. It has always led to 

problems in the family and strife in the marriage. In a 

marriage the husband and the wife are both to be daily 

growing closer in their relationship to God. As they do this, 

they are naturally growing closer to each other. God designed 

marriage this way and it works! 



After God, our spouse, our children, other things will properly 

fall into place. Our job, our extended family, our community 

responsibilities, and on and on. But if anything is placed 

before God, the whole arrangement is faulty and will likely 

collapse.   

Why donôt you and your family commit yourselves, as a 

family, to follow God with all of your heart, with all of your 

soul, with all of your mind, and with all of your strength. Do it 

today and ask Godôs Holy Spirit to unite you in this purpose 

and keep you focused on Jesus. This is His will for you. 

Prayer - Lord, I want You to be first place in my life. 

Everything else is a distant second. Help me to daily place you 

on the throne of my life and follow You with all of my heart, 

soul, mind and strength. In Jesusô name. Amen! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 7 

...I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the 

race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through 

Christ Jesus, is calling us. (Philippians 3.13b-14) 

How often does your mind bring up old wounds? Something 

that a friend once said that hurt your feelings and youôve never 

forgotten it. Maybe it was something that you expected from 

someone that never came to be. We all have wounds to our 

heart. Family and friends are still human and humans will 

disappoint us...often. 

The key to life is what do we do with those hurts. Do we keep 

them all hidden inside our heart and allow them to mold our 

character or do we give them to God? 

Have you ever noticed how a thermometer in direct sunlight 

will display a higher temperature? It can be 80 degrees outside 

but a thermometer in the shade will read cooler than one 

placed in the light of the sun. 

It should be the same with our lives.  If we are close enough to 

Jesus Christ (the Son) as to reflect His nature, His heart, His 

love, His concerns, then our spiritual temperature will be 

much hotter for the heart of Christ.  Prayer will be more 

personal. We will hunger for reading His living Word. 

Witnessing, evangelism and the winning of the lost will 

occupy our time.  Sure, there are plenty of cool Christians 

(spiritually cool) who occupy space around us, but we will 

want to be hot for Jesus! 

Jesus has called us to follow Him. The past hurts and damages 

that have been inflicted on us are laid at the foot of the cross 

of Christ. Weôll not need those ever again. Weôll not look back 

at them nor desire to follow through with our little vendettas 

or the evening of scores. That was who we ñwereò; now we 

have been born anew. We have been called to a new purpose, 



a new life, and nothing will ever matter any more but pleasing 

our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Heaven is our goal and the prize that has been laid ahead of 

us.  Nothing is as important as running the race of life, 

crossing the finish line and being found faithful to the cause of 

Christ. Daily recommit your life to Him and seek Him with all 

of your heart. 

Prayer - Lord, remove from my mind those past hurts that 

occupy my thoughts. Fill me daily with your Spirit and set my 

path before me. Amen.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 8 

For I can do everything through Christ, Who gives me 

strength. (Philippians 4.13) 

There have been many stories of how someone in a desperate       

situation suddenly had a burst of strength and was able to 

perform super-human tasks. Mothers who had to lift an 

automobile off of their child to safe his life. Though rare, such 

stories are documented. 

And then there were the passengers of the ill fated United 

Airlines flight 93. It was September 11, 2001. The plane had 

left New Jersey and was headed for California when suddenly 

it was hijacked. The terrorists intended to use it as a huge 

weapon by slamming it into one of the government buildings 

in Washington D.C. What they didnôt expect were a group of 

the passengers to fight back.  

Todd Beamer was one of those heroes who, when facing 

insurmountable odds, made the decision to sacrifice their lives 

to foil the intention of the terrorists.  

Speaking to his wife over a air-phone, Todd whispered, "I 

don't think we're going to get out of this thing. I'm going to 

have to go out on faith." You see, Todd was a follower of 

Christ and even though he did not wish to die that day and 

leave his wife and children, he drew his strength from his 

Lord, Jesus Christ.   

Have you ever felt powerless and that you were weak and 

helpless? I think we all have at one time or another. Life 

situations tend to pull us down and make us feel that we have 

no control whatsoever. Spinning out of control...helpless. 

Nothing could be further from the truth! The world is not in 

control and neither is the master of sin; God is in control. 

The Apostle John, who wrote the Gospel of John, also wrote 

because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit 

who lives in the world. Another translation of the Bible puts it 

even better, greater is He that is in you than he that is in the 



world. The big He is God, while the little he is the devil. God 

is greater than any problem, than any challenge, than any 

conflict or obstacle you could possibly run into. It is He that 

wants to live life through you. 

When Christ, who is God made flesh, is allowed to have 

control of your life there is nothing that can stand in His way. 

Life situations, God is in control. Problems and challenges, 

God is in control. Conflicts and obstacles, God is in control. 

When we come to realize that, it makes living so much easier. 

We donôt have to worry any longer. We can turn our life over 

to Christ, submit to His authority, and move forward towards 

the finish line. We are strong in Him! 

Prayer - Lord, Iôm tired of trying to do life in my strength. I 

fail miserably. Please take control and live my life through 

me. Iôm yours! Amen.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 9 

The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me 

rest in green meadows; He leads me beside peaceful streams. 

He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, 

bringing honor to His name. Even when I walk through the 

darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for You are close beside 

me. Your rod and Your staff protect and comfort me. You 

prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You 

honor me by anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows 

with blessings. Surely Your goodness and unfailing love will 

pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house of 

the LORD forever. (Psalm 23) 

The 23rd Psalm, or Lordôs Prayer, has brought comfort to 

many who, while traveling lifeôs journey, have found 

themselves in dark and scary places. Life is not always sunny 

and pleasant. There are often pitfalls and periods of rough 

weather. It may be financial storms, or the death of a friend or 

loved one, or it may have been storms of our own making. 

Regardless, the Lord has promised that He will go right beside 

us on this journey. We need only to take His hand. It is already 

outstretched towards you.   

Notice that He did not say that we would have all that we 

ñwantò but all that we ñneedò. How many times do we find 

ourselves wanting more and more of the things life has to 

offer. More clothes, more possessions, a bigger house, a   

different automobile. How silly we are. All these things 

quickly pass from desired to discarded as time passes over 

them. Our Lord, in His wisdom, knows exactly what we need. 

Isnôt it much more simple to trust Him to give us what He 

knows that we need? Of course it is! 

I believe that my favorite part of the 23rd Psalm is the last 

sentence. Godôs sweet goodness and His love that never fails 

will chase after me all the days that I inhabit this planet. I 

cannot outrun His love! And when this life is over and our 

eyes shut for the final time here, we who are born from above 



will live in His house forever. Forever is not a fleeting 

moment. It is not here then gone. It is not equal to the time we 

spend here even if we were to live a hundred years on earth. 

Forever is time without end. 

When you look at the Lordôs Prayer in that context, life isnôt 

so bad. We will have needs, there will be some times of 

unrest, times when we have no peace, times when we are 

weak. While we are in this life we will face death and grief, 

there will be some very dark valleys. There will be those who 

come against us and who want to destroy us. But God will 

protect, guide, care for, and ultimately bring us to live with 

Him é  forever. Our God is so loving and so good. He cares 

for you! 

Prayer - Oh God, be my shelter and be my guide. I donôt know 

what  tomorrow holds but I know Who holds tomorrow and I 

trust You with my life. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 10 

In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.  (Matthew 

5.16) 

Iôve met those before who believe that once they are saved 

from their sins, they can live anyway that they want. The Bible 

does not teach this. Over and over again it proclaims that we 

are to be a light to the nations. That our lives are to bear fruit 

that will last. That we are to be a preserving salt to the culture 

we live in. And, that faith without works is dead. 

These ñgood deedsò that Matthew 5.16 speaks of are eternal. 

They follow us. Iôve never seen a dead man or woman take a 

single thing out of this life that they did not bring into it. We 

are born with nothing, and we leave with nothing. We canôt 

take our treasures to Heaven with us, but we can send them 

ahead of us. How? 

Throughout your lifeôs journey you have opportunities to do 

good. A kind word spoken here, a gentle hand laid on 

someone suffering, helping the helpless, bringing cheer to the 

sad and downtrodden. You can share the greatest and most 

expensive gift you ever received - the gift of eternal life. Itôs 

been said that we are like beggars telling other beggars where 

to find bread. Jesus is the Bread of Life and we can share that 

Life with everyone in our area of influence. Each of these 

nuggets of treasure, these times of obedience to God, these life   

changing moments, can be laid up in the treasury of Heaven to 

wait our arrival. There will be some who had very little here 

but upon arrival in that celestial city will find that they are 

indeed rich. 

That is the ñhowò we become eternally rich, but why. We do 

this because it brings honor and praise to God. This verse of 

Scripture tells us that as we do good deeds it will cause others 

to ask ñwhyò. Every time that happens we have been given 



another opportunity to share with them the Good News of 

Godôs immeasurable love. God, who did not spare His own 

Son on the cross, who has given generously all good things, 

loves them and wants to save them from their sins and promise 

them everlasting life. 

When we share that Good News with them, many will also 

want what we have. They will want God in their life. You can 

lead them to faith in Christ. When that happens, they will 

indeed praise your heavenly Father.  

Prayer - Lord, from my waking each morning place within my 

heart the desire to bring praise to You. Show me opportunities 

that You have arranged for me to do good, thereby letting my 

light shine for all to see. Use me to accomplish Your perfect 

will. I am Yours. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 11 

Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all 

circumstances, for this is Godôs will for you who belong to 

Christ Jesus.                         (1 Thessalonians 5.16-18) 

Have you ever seen someone, or known someone, who always 

has a frown on their face and negative words to speak? Sure 

you have, we all have. This is a fine way to be for those who 

have not received new life in Christ for they should certainly 

be the most miserable of all people. They have no real joy, no 

eternal life, no home in heaven, and no peace with God. 

But, for those of us who have been saved by the blood of Jesus 

Christ it is a different story. Will we always have reason to be 

joyful? No, not really. There will be difficult days of our life, 

there will be pain, there will be loss. These are all painful 

results of the sin that set up habitation on our world when the 

first man, Adam, and the first woman, Eve, chose to disobey 

God. We are all given the freedom of choice. Their 

disobedience costs planet earth greatly. Sin, suffering, death, 

disease, war, waste, hate and horror all part of that original sin. 

Compound that with the instability of planetary peril - 

hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, forest fires and 

global warming. It can be hard to experience joy amidst such 

turmoil. But we have joy that the world doesnôt know about. 

We have the joy of eternal life and a home in Heaven. 

Because of all the dangers, toils, and snares we have good 

reason to never stop praying. Prayer does change things. But 

when it is not Godôs will to change a situation, prayer changes 

us and brings us into alignment with His will. Prayer is the 

most powerful resource at our disposal. It is available to us 

night and day. At any moment we can come into the very 

presence of God, into His throne room, through the mighty 

power of prayer. 

Are we to be thankful in all circumstances? That is what our 

Scripture verse says. We donôt have to like the circumstance, 



we donôt have to like the current effects that it has on us but 

we can be thankful. Why? Because Romans 8.28 tells us, and 

we know that God causes everything to work together for the 

good of those who love God and are called according to his 

purpose for them. We may not be able to see the good in the 

present, but God knows the good it will bring us in the future. 

God views our life from the perspective of eternity. He sees us 

from the view of - our conception, our birth, the cross of 

Christ, our life, our death, our life eternal. Since we cannot see 

life that way, and He can, we can trust Him and know that His 

plan is much better than anything we could ever envision. 

Prayer - Lord, You are my joy. Give me a thankful heart and 

Your peace that goes beyond anything the world could ever 

understand. Help me to rest securely in You. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 12 

And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  (Isaiah 9.6b) 

I would bet that you have had someone in your life that did not 

live up to the expectations you had for them. We all have. 

People will let you down in one way or another. Itôs their 

nature. We are imperfect people living in an imperfect world. 

Have you ever wished that there was someone, at least one 

person, who would never let you down? Someone that you 

could really depend on? His name is Jesus. 

Well, that is His name, but He has many titles. He is: Son of 

God, Son of Man, Divine Teacher, Lover of our Soul, the 

Great Physician, Bread of Life, Water of Life, Defender of the 

Weak, Light of the World, the Good Shepherd, Servant, 

Consoler, the True Vine, Giver of the Spirit, our Interceder, 

Victor over Death, Restorer, Creator of Heaven and Earth, the 

First and the Last, Bridegroom, Chief Cornerstone, Eternal 

Life, Faithful and True, the Gate, the Way, the Truth, the Life, 

Great High Priest, Image of God, Judge of the living and the 

dead, Lamb of God, Lion of the Tribe of Judah, 

Righteousness, Rock, Savior, Word of God, King of kings, 

and Lord of lords. This list was not, nor can be, extensive or 

complete.   

The prophet Isaiah wrote that the coming Messiah would be 

the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace, seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus. 

But Jesus fulfilled and continues to fulfill every one of those 

titles. 

Arenôt there times in your life when you need the advice of a 

true friend? Jesus is our Counselor and His counsel is 

wonderful. Jesus is the One by which all things were created 

and have life - He is the Mighty God. Certainly that position 

qualifies Him to handle any need or crisis in your life. 

Sometimes people are wary of God as the Heavenly Father 



because their earthly father failed them. Maybe their father 

was cruel, or weak, or even absent. They donôt want to be hurt 

again so they are afraid to trust God and acknowledge His role 

of Father in their life. Fear not! He is the Everlasting Father. 

He will not leave you. He is good and He is strong. 

In our day the people of the world cry out for peace. Our 

nations are ravaged by war, hatred, and strife. We wonder why 

we canôt all get along. Dear one, there is only one Prince of 

Peace and He is Jesus Christ. Wars, discord, and animosities 

will continue until He sets up His eternal throne. That day is 

coming but for now He wants to rule in your heart. Is He your 

Lord? 

Prayer - You are my everything. Rule in my life Lord Jesus. 

Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 13 

But Peter said, ñI donôt have any silver or gold for you. But 

Iôll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the 

Nazarene, get up and walk!ò   (Acts 3.6) 

This verse is part of a story in the book of Acts showing the 

power the Holy Spirit gave to believers to prove that Jesus had 

indeed been the long awaited Messiah. Here we find a man 

who had been crippled since his birth begging for the money 

he needed to survive. Every day he was laid by the temple gate 

named Beautiful, where he would ask those going into the 

temple to supply for his needs. 

Did you notice the contrast? A man crippled and far from 

beautiful laid beside a gate named Beautiful. This man had 

nothing of any worth, he was not even able to work and supply 

for his daily requirements. Into this picture come two of the 

Lordôs disciples, Peter and John.  

What could they have done? They could have simply ignored 

him and went inside; after all they were there to pray. Many 

others had ignored the man that day. They could have reached 

into their pockets and given him a few coins. He would have 

been satisfied, nodded his head in appreciation and then 

looked to his next benefactor. Or, they could have given him 

what had been given to them. 

Jesus had once told His disciples that because He was sending 

them out in His name, they would heal the sick even as they 

would proclaim the truth of the Gospel. When they returned to 

Him later they exclaimed, Lord, even the demons obey us 

when we use your name!  

Can you see it? This poor crippled beggar only wanted a few 

coins, but God had something much greater in mind for him. 

Scripture also tells that when Peter spoke to the man, he had to 

say look at us! Evidently the man had given up on them and 

was looking for someone else to beg. How often we look to 



God to supply our needs and without waiting for Him to bring 

about His perfect answer in His perfect time we begin looking 

around for the next best thing. How foolish and short-sighted. 

The next best thing is not even a distant second to what God 

has for us. What He desires to supply to us is infinitely better 

than everything else. His pockets are forever full and His 

healing is total. The next time you find yourself in need, look 

up, open your heart, wait on the Lord, and receive the 

wonderful blessings He has for you.  

Prayer - Lord, I am but a beggar in need of your blessings. 

Please open up the floodgates of Heaven and pour out Your 

perfect blessings into my life. You are my source and I am 

Your child. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 14 

And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ. (1 

Corinthians 11.1) 

Everyone has someone that they look up to; someone that they 

admire and wish to emulate. Little boys want to walk in 

daddyôs shoes while little girls almost always want to ñhelpò 

mom in the kitchen. Just ask any younger brother and he will 

tell you that he wants to be just like his older brother. 

I remember in college wondering why they almost always 

paired freshmen to juniors or seniors as dorm-mates. Later I 

learned that it was so the new students would hopefully pick 

up the study habits of upper classmen rather than taking 

advantage of any new found freedoms. If you want to succeed, 

learn to imitate someone else who has already succeeded. 

Wise advice for anyone. 

This is one of the reasons that it is so dangerous for a new 

Christian to find their companions among the lost of the 

world. Yes, we are to be an influence for Christ on the world 

but not at the expense of our own testimony. I have seen many 

times a new believer lose their witness among their lost 

friends by giving in to peer pressure and falling back into their 

old ways. Sin looks so harmless, and surely God will forgive 

us if we slip. How foolishly tragic. 

God is always willing to forgive us and take us back, but look 

at the cost. When we slip back into sin, we fall into the 

corrective judgment of God. He loves us and will discipline us 

to restore our right relationship with Him. Our un-saved 

friends will now only laugh at us when we try to tell them why 

we are to live holy lives for Christ. After all, it didnôt seem to 

hurt us too bad when we backslid into sin for a season. Any 

chances we had to win them for Jesus have now been greatly 

hindered.    

So who do we imitate? Young men, look for those men who 



are established in the faith of Jesus Christ. They have 

weathered the storms of life and have remained steadfast. 

Young ladies, find those mature women who love Christ and 

are humble in spirit. Imitate those who will sharpen you in the 

Christian walk and hold you accountable for your actions. 

Always remember though that they are human and can fail us. 

They will themselves slip and disappoint us. Ultimately we 

must keep our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and 

perfects our faith (Hebrews 12.2). Jesus will never fail us. He 

is worth imitating.  

Prayer - Lord, Iôve determined not to look to the left or the 

right. I will not look behind me at mistakes and failures. From 

this moment on I will look to You and follow You. I know that 

You will never lead me in the wrong direction. I want to 

imitate the life You lived in front of my family and friends so 

that they can come to know You as their Savior too. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 15 

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough 

food in my Temple. If you do, says the LORD of Heavenôs 

Armies, I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour 

out a blessing so great you wonôt have enough room to take it 

in! Try it! Put me to the test!  Your crops will be abundant, for 

I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will 

not fall from the vine before they are ripe, says the LORD of 

Heavenôs Armies. Then all nations will call you blessed, for 

your land will be such a delight, says the LORD of Heavenôs 

Armies. 

Iôve seen it, and Iôm sure you have too. The person who by all 

outside appearances has very little but seems to be happy, 

provided for, and content. Likewise, weôve all seen those who 

have everything money can buy but are miserable and seem to 

always need more. Usually the problem can be defined as 

ñmixed up prioritiesò.  

Those who place God first in their life will be obedient to Him 

in all areas of life. This surely includes their wealth. They will 

be very careful to see that their first fruits are dedicated to God 

and to His work on earth. They make sure that their money is 

faithfully given to their church, to the theological training of 

new Christian workers, and to those working in missions and 

evangelism. These are kingdom investments placed into the 

hands of God who is more than capable of supplying all of our 

needs. 

What need do you have that God is not able to meet? Before 

you answer that, letôs take a quick inventory of what Godôs 

bank account looks like. The Bible tells us that: He owns the 

cattle on a thousand hills and the beasts of the forest; He 

clothes the lilies of the field more beautifully than kings are 

adorned; the birds donôt build barns to store their food for God 

feeds them. Every precious gemstone buried within the 

mountains of the world are accounted for in His vast 

knowledge. Every blessing is at His disposal to give out as He 



sees fit. Is there   possibly any need that you could have that 

He is unable to meet? 

Doesnôt it make more sense to place your trust in Him than it 

does to rely on your own resources? Of course it does! Those 

who are most successful make sure that before spending their 

money on anything else, they plant their financial seeds into 

the rich and fertile soil of Godôs kingdom work. It then comes 

as no surprise to them when God does exactly what He 

promised to do - bless them. If you do this willingly, in faith, 

and joyfully, He will supply your needs according to His vast 

riches in Heaven. God is good, all the time! 

Prayer - Oh God, I know that You are bigger than my finances, 

my   problems, my bills, and anything else I can imagine. I 

trust You with what you have allowed me to manage. Itôs not 

mine, itôs Yours. As I sow faithfully back to You, bless it and 

use it for the advancement of Your kingdom. Amen.        

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 16 

Therefore, put on every piece of Godôs armor so you will be 

able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the 

battle you will still be standing firm.  (Ephesians 6.13) 

Every soldier going into battle knows that the secret to 

survival is effective weaponry. Part of the soldiers gear is 

offensive weapons while some is defensive protection. 

Carrying a high-powered assault rifle may be desired if 

eliminating the enemy is the goal, but it will have very little 

power in stopping incoming fire. And while a Kevlar vest may 

keep a bullet from finding its mark, it will not take down the 

enemy nor prevent them from finding another method of 

attack. Effective weaponry therefore is multifaceted in order to 

protect, defend, and eliminate.  

Did you know that you are involved in a great battle? Satan, 

the devil, has been at war with all that is good since the day he 

decided that he should rule rather than God. Mankind was 

created in the image of God and God loves us. It is then 

Satanôs express intention to destroy us and rob God of our 

affection. When you asked Jesus, Godôs Son, to come into 

your life, you changed your declaration of allegiance. You had 

been aligned with Satan and his forces, now you have crossed 

over that line and made known your desire to follow God. 

Satan can no longer have you, you belong to God, but he does 

wish to ruin your witness for Christ and keep you struggling 

with sin until the day you die. 

So what can you do to succeed in this battle? You must put on 

the full armor of God. Stand your ground, putting on the belt 

of truth and the body armor of Godôs righteousness. For 

shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so 

that you will be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, hold 

up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put 

on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all times and on 



every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers 

for all believers everywhere. (Ephesians 6.14-18) 

The way that we do this is by daily studying the Word of God, 

the Bible, and by keeping the channel of prayer always open 

between us and Heaven. Will the enemy no longer attack us? 

Not likely. But after the battle is over, you will still be 

standing firm. 

Prayer - Dear God, please create within me a hunger for Your 

Word, a love of prayer, and an openness to the Holy Spirit. 

Prepare me for the attacks of the enemy. Make me a good 

soldier in your army. Help me to stand firm. Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 17 

Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course 

of your life.  (Proverbs 4.23) 

You may have heard it said before that what comes out of the 

mouth is only the overflow of the heart. This simply means 

that kind and sweet words come from a heart that is loving and 

gentle. Filthy language and hurtful words come from a heart 

that has not been given fully over to the Spirit of God. The 

apostle James wrote that you canôt draw fresh water from a 

salty spring. He was right. 

Most find that whatever you feed your heart determines what 

your heart will produce. We want to think that our heart is 

naturally inclined to be good but the Bible tells us that the 

human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately 

wicked (Jeremiah 17.9). If you feed your heart the Word of 

God, reading Christian literature, listening to and singing 

songs that uplift the name of Jesus, and watch video that is 

wholesome and God honoring, your heart will grow in 

spiritual maturity. But if all you feed your heart is from the 

dining table of the worldôs culture you will never grow as a 

Christian nor have any positive influence on your world for 

Christ. 

The Bible has much to say about the heart. Just a few of those 

are: do not nurse hatred in your heart; if you search for Him 

with all your heart and soul, you will find Him; love the Lord 

your God with all your heart; serve Him with all your heart 

and soul; obey Him with all of your heart; turn your hearts to 

the Lord; worship the Lord with all your heart; do not be 

afraid or lose heart! 

All of those Scriptures suggest that you have a choice in the 

matter. You can choose love, you can choose diligence, you 

can choose service, you can choose obedience, and you can 

choose worship.   Likewise we can choose the opposite and 

suffer the lack of joy that such a choice for a believer brings.  



But is our heart really wicked? Jesus said, in Matthew 15.19, 

For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all 

sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander. Bet you didnôt 

know that was ticking inside you like an activated time bomb! 

But with our free will, our choices, we can chart a different 

course than the rest of the world. All the believers were united 

in heart and mind (Acts 4.32); Devote yourselves to prayer 

with an alert mind and a thankful heart (Colossians 4.2); and 

Love each other deeply with all your heart (1 Peter 1.22). 

Unity with the Church, devotion to prayer, thankfulness, and 

sincere love within the body of believers. This can be our 

choice. Itôs what God wants for His bride. 

Prayer - Create within me a clean heart Lord, obedient to You. 

Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 18 

And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 

For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of 

the church. He is the Savior of His body, the church. As the 

church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your 

husbands in everything. For husbands, this means love your 

wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for 

her to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of 

Godôs word. He did this to present her to Himself as a 

glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other 

blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. In the 

same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love 

their own bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows 

love for himself. No one hates his own body but feeds and 

cares for it, just as Christ cares for the church. And we are 

members of His body. (Ephesians 5.21-30) 

If you want to start a fight in most cultures, tell a husband that 

God commands that he love his wife, and tell a wife that she is 

to submit to her husband. Sparks will fly, if not the dishes! 

God was giving us an impossible assignment. Literally! Men 

speak the language of honor and respect; women speak the 

language of love. Usually a man could care less whether his 

friends ñloveò him, he just desires their respect. In the same 

way, a woman really doesnôt care if her girlfriends respect her, 

but she does want them to ñlikeò her. Telling us to speak a 

different language in our marriage relationship was giving us a 

command that we could not carry out without the Spirit of 

God having control of our lives. 

As we submit to the Holy Spirit and to Godôs will for our life, 

the impossible becomes possible. A husband can begin to love 

his own wife the way that Jesus loves His bride, the Church. 

He will speak to her in kindness and care for her tenderly. He 

will put her interests ahead of his own. He will make decisions 



for the family based upon his desire to see them grow in their 

relationship with Christ. It will become his new language of 

love towards his wife. 

In the same way, a wife that is committed to Jesus will begin 

to speak a new language to her husband. Instead of speaking 

down to him by demands, or with ridicule in her voice, she 

will honor and respect him believing that he is indeed looking 

out for her welfare and that he is doing all within his power to 

safeguard his home as a God-centered home. The husbands 

and wives who do this, and raise their children to follow these 

guidelines, will experience a little bit of Heaven right here on 

earth - marriage, Godôs way. 

Prayer - God our marriage is yours. We submit to follow and 

obey You. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 19 

...my dear brothers and sisters. Watch out for people who 

cause divisions and upset peopleôs faith by teaching things 

contrary to what you have been taught. Stay away from them. 

Such people are not serving Christ our Lord; they are serving 

their own personal interests. By smooth talk and glowing 

words they deceive innocent people. (Romans 16.17b-18) 

There are two major issues that can destroy a church. The first 

is preaching anything other than the perfect Word of God. The 

Holy Bible is without error and must be respected and held 

with the highest esteem. There are plenty of cults that preach a 

different gospel, many times even teaching the Bible plus their 

own beliefs. Jehovahôs Witnesses and The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) are just two of such 

cults. The Bible is already perfect and needs no additions nor 

subtractions. 

Another, and nearly as destructive an issue that can disrupt 

and destroy a church, often comes from within its own four 

walls. A divisive and argumentative person can do such 

damage that the effectiveness of a church is ruined for years if 

not for generations. 

I have seen such churches. They permit a divisive man, or 

woman, to exert their authority and control in a church 

regardless of who they hurt or whether their stance is Biblical 

or not. Often the pastor will try to direct the church onto a 

sound Biblical standing only to have the church allow him to 

be ñdismissedò less they lose their influential troublemaker. 

Shame on such churches! 

The Church of our Savior is a sacred trust and one not to be 

taken lightly. We are to follow the guidelines laid out in 

Scripture so that our local church is found neither to be a 

disobedient body nor a lukewarm assembly. Such churches are 

not in the will of God nor in good standing with Him. 

When the Apostle Paul wrote the Scripture verse above, he 

said watch out. Those two words were not used lightly. They 



suggest a warning of a serious and deadly danger. It is like 

saying ñwatch out for that cobra!ò The cobra is a snake with 

fatal poison that can kill even the strongest of men. So it is 

with divisive people. Watch out! 

Let us instead, unite our church within the grand body of 

Christ, The Church. Let us obey Scripture, follow the Biblical 

guidance of our Elders, allow our Deacons to serve the body, 

and our Pastor to lead us in imitating Christ. When we do this, 

the world will take notice. We, the Church, can win the world 

for Christ, but only when Jesus is allowed to lead His Church.      

Prayer - Dear God, forgive us of every misstep that we have 

made.   Direct us to be Your Church in a dying world. Help us 

to follow Your leadership. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 20 

So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for 

the glory of God.  (1 Corinthians 10.31) 

I remember telling our children, when they were little, to 

glorify God in whatever they did. Simply put, that means that 

wherever you are, or in whatever position you occupy, you are 

there to bring glory and praise to God. 

Every single believer on this planet are really ambassadors for 

Christ. Just as a political ambassador represents the king or 

queen of his or her homeland within the country of their 

service, you are also on assignment. Your king is the King of 

kings and He has strategically placed you where you are to tell 

others about Him. 

Maybe you are a student within the public education system. 

You are likely where no missionary could venture. Shine Jesus 

to your classmates. Perhaps you are in the workforce, in a 

factory or part of an office staff. You could possibly be the 

only light for Jesus within that setting. Or, you could be a 

housewife managing her household and raising a family. Dear, 

you are a missionary to the generations that follow you. Teach 

and train those children to follow Jesus with all of their hearts! 

Speak positive words of Christ to the other ladies in whom 

you associate. Just think of the impact you can have for the 

Gospel! 

If you are involved in sports, compete with honor and give 

God the glory for the victories as well as the defeats. If you 

are a public servant, a police officer, a rescue technician, or a 

fireman, give your service as an offering to God. If you are a 

politician, govern fairly and humbly realizing that you are in 

the position you are in because the Almighty God placed you 

there. If you are in the military, serve with dignity, being 

careful to glorify God with the choices you make. Wherever 

you are, honor God and be a light to the world for Him. 



 Prayer - Oh God, may I never work without serving. May I 

always look to You as my guide. May others see Jesus in my 

actions and decisions. And when my job is done, may I hear 

you say ñwell done, good and faithful servantò. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 21 

Donôt be misledðyou cannot mock the justice of God. You will 

always harvest what you plant. Those who live only to satisfy 

their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that 

sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will 

harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. So letôs not get tired of 

doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a 

harvest of blessing if we donôt give up. (Galatians 6.7-9) 

An interesting thing about farming; you get what you plant. 

You donôt plant corn and harvest beans. You donôt sow 

watermelon and reap wheat. What you get out of the ground is 

in direct response to what you put in the ground. This is a 

natural law that was set up by God. 

It should come as no surprise to us that those who sow hurt, 

anger, rage, filthy language, discord, slander, and malice will 

only harvest emptiness, loneliness, lack of peace, and broken 

relations with God and with others. They have sown and 

reaped a bad crop. Likewise, if we sow sin there is no need for 

us to sit around watching for the blessings of God to pour into 

our lives. Godôs justice will not be mocked. 

We have a choice in this matter. We can sow life. We can sow 

our lives into the rich harvest-field of Godôs mission to earth. 

Our hearts can beat for lost souls. Our finances can belong to 

God, as well as our   family, our time, and our resources.  

When a farmer goes out to plant, he can already envision a 

bountiful harvest. He is looking ahead to the day that he will 

reap from this field and it will supply the needs of his family. 

That is operating by faith. He is patient. He knows that it will 

take time, sunshine, and rain but the harvest will come in due 

season. When we plant ourselves in the will of God, we can 

have faith that after a period of nurturing and growth, a 

harvest will spring forth. 

The day is dawning and time is running out. Have you done an         



inventory of what you are planting in Godôs field? Are you 

nurturing the tender young seedlings, ensuring their continued 

growth? It will not be long now before the Lord of the Harvest 

declares this season to be over. Be found faithfully working in 

His field. 

Prayer - Lord, have I been wasting time when I should have 

been working? Help me to see the opportunities all around 

me, and to get busy carrying out Your work orders. Help me to 

sow good seeds so that I will reap a great harvest. Help me 

not to give up but to work harder. Amen. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 22 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what 

is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It 

corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 

right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every 

good work.  (2 Timothy 3.16-17) 

Of all the books written throughout all the years of print, the 

Bible remains the number one bestseller. Why? It is because 

the Bible is the roadmap, not only for living a good life, but it 

shows the only way to eternal life in Heaven. 

There has been so much debate over the last hundred years on 

whether or not the Bible is truth. What about evolution? What 

about other religions? What if there is no truth? Friend, while 

there have been many theories and ideas hatched in the minds 

of sinful men, only the Bible is the true Word of God. The 

Bible is the written Word which testifies of the Living Word, 

Jesus Christ. 

Donôt get me wrong. There is nothing wrong with science. But 

when science disagrees with the Word of God, the Word of 

God is truth. In fact, the Bible is Truth by which all other 

truths are measured against. It is a book of history (His story); 

it is a book of science; of romance; of adventure; of accounts; 

of prophesy. It tells of ancient past and declares the future end 

of measured time.  

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than 

the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, 

between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts 

and desires. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. 

Everything is naked and exposed before His eyes, and He is 

the one to whom we are accountable. (Hebrews 4.12-13) 

We donôt have to entertain doubts; the Bible is truth because 

its author is Truth. It has been by His divine will that the Bible 

has withheld its integrity throughout the thousands of years of 

it being copied and translated. Men and women have been 



involved in transcribing and translating, but the Holy Spirit of 

God has held His hand over the process. The Bible is the most 

precious and tangible possession you will ever use in this life. 

And if you diligently use it in this life, it will lead you without 

fail to the next life with Christ. 

Read it. Cherish it. Obey it. Share it. If you own only one 

book, and itôs the Holy Bible, your library is well stocked. 

Prayer - Thank You Father for providing the Bible. This 

precious book allows me to know You, to learn about Your 

ways, to grow in my faith, and to be found faithful to You. May 

I never take it for granted but may I use it to find the right 

path through life. Allow my mind to understand, my will to 

obey, and my heart to hide its words where they can never be 

lost. Thank You! In Jesus Name, Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 23 

For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and 

could also control ourselves in every other way...Sometimes it 

praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those 

who have been made in the image of God. And so blessing and 

cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my 

brothers and sisters, this is not right! (James 3.2b, 9-10) 

I have met men who seemed to be so quiet, contemplative, and 

easy going. Their wives have told me that they never have 

heard them speak even a cross or angry word in over fifty 

years. My only summation is that they must spend, at the very 

least, every waking moment on their knees begging for Godôs 

Spirit to have control of their tongue! I am not so blessed. 

My ancestry is Scotch-Irish. We are not known to be even-

tempered but to be quick to speak, quick to anger, and quick to 

cause difficulties. I struggle with this daily and must daily ask 

the Holy Spirit to refine my tongue. The one good thing about 

it is it keeps you humble. You recognize your weakness and 

you apologize when needed. 

But why is this? We are not helpless or weak. A pilot can 

maneuver a huge 777 jet aircraft by turning the yoke and using 

the rudder pedals to move the rudder on the rear fin. This 

moves the jet to the left or right. A huge jet weighing 775,000 

pounds (351,534 kg) moved easily from the cockpit by a man 

weighing no more than 200 pounds.  

Or how about the Knock Nevis, a huge supertanker now used 

as a permanently moored storage facility in the Persian Gulf. 

This ship is the longest ship ever built at 458.45 m (1,504 ft). 

That is over three times the height of the Great Pyramid of 

Giza in Egypt! With computers and a GPS (global positioning 

satellite) navigation system one person can successfully pilot 

the ship from the bridge. 

If one person can steer a huge ship or pilot a jet aircraft, why 



canôt we control the small skeletal muscle contained in our 

mouth? The fact is, we canôt but God can. Our speech is just 

another area of our life that must come under the control of the 

Holy Spirit. We have to yield our will and allow Him to live 

through us. Only then can our tongue pour out blessing and 

words of encouragement. Only then can we control our tongue 

rather than it controlling us.  

Prayer - Lord, this is just another area of my life that is an 

utter failure unless You are in control. I yield to You. Please 

cause my old ways and my old sinful nature to die and for the 

nature of Christ Jesus to live fully through me. Help me to be 

quick to apologize, fast to forgive, and slow to anger. Amen.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 24 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of 

witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that 

slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. 

And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 

We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who 

initiates and perfects our faith.  (Hebrews 12.1-2a) 

A wise man once said that whenever we find the word 

therefore in Scripture, we have to ask ourselves what the 

therefore is there for. In other words, we have to look at the 

context, the previous and surrounding text of that passage.  

The therefore of Hebrews chapter 12 points us back to the 

previous verses. Chapter 11 of Hebrews is a list of individuals 

who were commended for their faith. These heroes of faith 

looked into the future with hope, holding on to that hope by 

faith. In fact, before their name is listed there is printed the 

words by faith. These men and women, spanning over 6,000 

years, knew that when their hope was placed in the hands of 

God, they would not fail. 

This does not mean that life was easy for them. Many of these 

heroes were hunted, persecuted, and even tortured for their 

faith in God. They trusted God and He honors them for their 

faith. Now that we understand the therefore we can have a 

better revelation of ñwhoò the huge crowd of witnesses are. 

They are all the saints who have died in faith having run the 

race of life successfully. 

That crowd is added to daily. Every time a person who has 

accepted Jesus as their Savior breathes their last breath here, 

they become a part of that vast crowd. Their purpose? To 

cheer us on as we run the race of life. If you have ever been to 

a marathon or a cross country running event, you noticed the 

crowd gathered on each side of the track. They have a favorite 

runner that they are encouraging with their shouts and cheers. 

They are celebrating with the runner every footstep that he or 

she puts down. And they are anticipating the victory. 



Can you hear the sound of those cheering you on? Can you 

taste the victory that awaits you when you cross that finish 

line? Running the race and being found faithful is what life is 

all about. Throw off whatever is holding you back; every sin 

and wasteful habit. Keep your eyes on the champion who ran 

the race without ever slipping or falling. His name is Jesus. He 

is the Champion. He is cheering you on with the greatest 

enthusiasm and longs to welcome you into His presence at just 

the right moment. Run hard, donôt grow weary, bring along 

everyone that you can. 

Prayer - Oh Lord Jesus, thank you for inviting me to salvation. 

This race is hard but you have promised to give me the 

strength I need and that you will run the race with me. Thank 

you! Amen.       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 25 

...love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, 

all your strength, and all your mind. And, love your neighbor 

as yourself.  (Luke 10.27) 

When asked what the greatest commandment of God was, 

Jesus responded with todayôs Scripture verse. All the 

commandments of God, Jesus said, are wrapped up in this. 

Love God, love others. 

Loving God. Thatôs pretty easy. He created all the beauty that 

we see in the world and, when sin corrupted His creation, He 

sent His Son to pay the penalty for our sins. By doing this, He 

offers us eternal life with Him in Heaven. Itôs not too difficult 

to love someone who not only has died for us but also offers 

us the best of everything. What becomes difficult is loving 

others. Not everyone is lovable. 

How do you love someone who hates you? Someone who 

wishes the worst of disasters for you?  In the book, ñThe 

Grace of Givingò, Stephen Olford tells of a Baptist pastor 

during the American Revolution (1777-1783), Peter Miller, 

who lived in Pennsylvania, and enjoyed the friendship of the 

commander of the American military (who later would be the 

first president) George Washington.  

In Pennsylvania also lived Michael Wittman, an evil-minded 

man who did all he could to oppose and humiliate the pastor. 

One day Michael Wittman was arrested for treason and 

sentenced to die. Peter Miller traveled 70 miles on foot to 

plead for the life of the traitor.  

"No, Peter," General Washington said. "I cannot grant you the 

life of your friend." "My friend!" exclaimed the old preacher. 

"He's the bitterest enemy I have." "What?" cried Washington. 

"You've walked 70 miles to save the life of an enemy? That 

puts the matter in different light. I'll grant your pardon." And 

he did. Peter Miller took Michael Wittman back home--no 

longer an enemy but a friend.   



Loving your enemy? Impossible you might say. It is, but 

remember that with God all things are possible. When we fully 

turn our life over to Christ, we allow our will to become His 

will. We can no longer hold on to grudges and past wrongs. 

We must forgive and love others the way that Christ loves 

them. Part of the Lordôs Prayer reads, forgive us our sins, as 

we have forgiven those who sin against us. Notice the word 

ñasò. The forgiveness of our sins is conditional on our having       

forgiven others who have wronged us. Talk about having an 

incentive to forgive! 

Prayer - Lord, thank you for forgiving me of my sins. Help me 

to willingly forgive others and to love them the way that You 

love them. You are love. Please allow others to see Your love 

shining though me. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 26 

This is my commandðbe strong and courageous! Do not be 

afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you 

wherever you go. (Joshua 1.9) 

If you knew that you were invincible and that nothing could 

hurt you, would you ever be afraid of any challenger? Of 

course not! The biggest bully would not even cause you to 

break into a sweat. You would never worry about anything or 

anyone. It would be like you had taken a super vitamin pill 

that made you stronger than Superman. 

But it is here that Christians seem to run into a block wall. 

They have been told that God is with them wherever they go, 

and that He will never leave them or forsake them. And yet, a 

crisis comes along and causes many victorious believers to 

whimper and run like scared pups. It can only be one thing - a  

failure to understand the position you hold in Christ Jesus. In 

Christ we are: in the plan of Godôs eternity; redeemed from sin 

and now close to God; adopted into the family of God; 

forgiven and made righteous by His blood; united with Him; 

His bride; indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God; and citizens of 

Heaven.  

And if all that were not enough, in Jesus we are the object of 

Godôs love, His power, His grace, His mercy, His peace, His 

encouragement, His faithfulness, and His intercession on our 

behalf. Wow, Praise God! If all of this were offered us on the 

temporal realm, by a friend or spouse, we would certainly 

know that we are loved. Imagine, all of this is offered to you 

by the almighty Creator of the visible and invisible. His love 

for you is priceless and eternal. He really does love you!      

Once we begin to grasp this truth, a realization begins to take 

place in our mind. Nothing is impossible. He will never leave 

me. If the journey becomes too hard He will carry me until I 

am able to stand.  

My friend, life is hard and it may be hard until you leave this 



world. Friends will disappoint you and family may forsake 

you. But donôt be afraid, if you are on the side of God all will 

work out in your favor. Romans 8.37 says that -   

...overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 

Another translation of that verse reads, ...we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us. Thatôs you, and me! 

We are more than a conqueror because we have, not just a 

pretty good victory but, an overwhelming victory. Victory 

over what? Victory over life, over disappointments, setbacks, 

defeats, hurts, persecution, and whatever else Satan may throw 

at you. And all of this because Jesus loves you. 

Prayer - Dear Jesus, thank You for Your immeasurable love. It          

surrounds me with Your tender care. Thank You for strength, 

courage, and for victory. I agree with what Your word says 

and accept that victory. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 27 

Donôt worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. 

Tell God what you need, and thank Him for all He has done.  

(Philippians 4.6) 

Why do we worry? We worry over what we cannot change, 

over what we donôt understand, over the future, about the 

unknown, of how others perceive us, about our health, and 

even over whether we worry too much.  

And what does all this worry get us? When we are consumed 

with worry we will never realize our potential. Our energy is 

zapped. Our confidence hits rock bottom. Instead of peace and 

hope, our life begins to fill with fear, stress, and anxiety. 

Physically, worry can bring about illness because our immune 

system will not work properly, our digestive system will have 

problems, we will experience muscle tension, our memory 

will not function as it should, and it can even lead to heart 

failure.  

Since worry cannot change anything, instead of wringing your 

hands and breaking into a sweat, begin a serious conversation 

with the One who can bring about the solution to whatever it 

is you are worrying over. God loves you and He has not left 

you to sink amidst a sea of worry and doubt. Depending on 

how great your need, I would also suggest adding fasting to 

your prayers. I believe that the greatest miracles that have ever 

taken place did so because a believer began to humble 

themselves before God in prayer and began to fast.  

Fasting is abstaining from food for a period of time and telling 

God that His presence and His will for your life is more 

important than anything, even food. You will draw your 

strength and your sustenance from Him. You acknowledge 

that He is more than able to supply your every need.  

Throughout the Bible are accounts of men and women who, 

because of fasting and prayer, saw God move in miraculous 

ways. Jesus certainly did not limit our spiritual life to prayer 



without fasting. Not only did He fast but He said when you 

fast not if you fast.  

Does fasting and prayer change God? Understand that Godôs 

perfect will is going to take place. But God has delayed 

judgment on nations, and has suspended punishment of 

people-groups and individuals because of repentant prayer and 

fasting. What does prayer and fasting do? It breaks our will, 

our sinful nature, and brings us into alignment with God and 

His will for us. 

The verse in Philippians also says to thank Him for all He has 

done. Not simply thanking Him for past provision and 

intercession but thanking Him also that He will give you the 

supply for all your future needs.   

Prayer - Lord, calm my restless heart. I will hold on to the fact 

that You are greater than anything I could worry over. Grant 

me what You know I need. Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 28 

If God is for us, who can ever be against us?...Can anything 

ever separate us from Christôs love? Does it mean he no 

longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are 

persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or 

threatened with death?...No, despite all these things, 

overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.  

(Romans 8.31b, 35, 37) 

In 1873, a Christian businessman from America named 

Horatio Spafford wrote one of my favorite hymns, It Is Well 

With My Soul. He didnôt write it out of plenty but out of great 

loss. Two years prior he lost all of his real estate holdings in 

the Great Chicago Fire. Believing a vacation might be good 

for his family, he made arrangements for them to sail to 

Europe. Sending his wife and four daughters on ahead, he 

delayed to finish some urgent business. Soon though, he 

received a telegram from his wife which simply read ñSaved 

aloneò.  

Their ship had sunk while crossing the Atlantic and their four 

daughters had perished. Later, as he crossed the ocean to be 

with his wife, the location of the accident was pointed out to 

him. Spafford was comforted by the Holy Spirit with the 

words he wrote in this song. 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, When 

sorrows like sea billows roll; Whatever my lot, Thou 

has taught me to say, It is well, it is well, with my    

soul. Though Satan should buffet, though trials 

should come, Let this blest assurance control, That 

Christ has regarded my helpless estate, And hath    

shed His own blood for my soul. 

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! My sin, 

not in part but the whole, Is nailed to the cross, and I 

bear it no more, Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O 

my soul! For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to 

live: If Jordan above me shall roll. No pang shall be 



mine, for in death as in life Thou wilt whisper Thy    

peace to my soul. 

But, Lord, ótis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait, The 

sky, not the grave, is our goal; Oh trump of the angel! 

Oh voice of the Lord! Blessed hope, blessed rest of 

my soul! And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall 

be sight, The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; The 

trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 

Even so, it is well with my soul.  

Those words written over 135 years ago still bring comfort 

and peace. All believers have an eternal hope. No matter what 

grief or pain comes our way here on earth, we live for Christ 

and our eternal home in Heaven. 

Prayer - Oh God, I rest in You alone. You are my source and 

my hope. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 29 

May the LORD bless you and protect you. May the LORD smile 

on you and be gracious to you. May the LORD show you his 

favor and give you his peace.  (Numbers 6.24-26) 

This passage from Numbers is used all over the world, in 

many churches of different denominations, as a benedictory 

blessing. It is not a question of ñifò or ñmaybeò but a 

proclamation for us to accept what is already ours in Christ.   

Godôs blessing. How could He do more than what He has 

already done? He put human flesh on Himself (the 

incarnation), was born a baby in Bethlehem, lived a perfect 

and sinless life, was falsely accused by the religious leaders of 

His day, and was crucified for our sins. Though many died by 

means of crucifixion, Jesus is the only one who ever had the 

sins of all mankind, past, present and future, laid upon His 

body by the Father. He did this to pay the penalty for sin so 

that we could be made perfect before the Father in His name. 

Godôs protection. We who have received Christ are secure in 

that salvation. Jesus said that nothing could separate us from 

the love of God. Those that are His, will not be lost. He will 

not allow it. If you belong to Christ, He will do everything 

within His power to deliver you safely into His Fatherôs 

eternal care. If you have truly received Him, and begin to fall 

back into sin, He will bring discipline into your life until you 

bend your knee and repent of your sin. 

His smile, His grace. There is nothing as precious as the smile 

a mother or father has for their infant child. Without words it 

says ñyou are mineò. Our Father in Heaven has such a smile 

when He thinks of us. He loves us. Because of His love, He 

extends to us grace. Grace is favor that is undeserved. In 

Christ Jesus going to the cross for us, continually interceding 

for us, and preparing an eternal home for us, we find grace 

that is nothing short of amazing. We deserve no such 

kindness. Because of sin we were enemies of God, but in His 

grace He provided the way for us to become His children.    



His favor, His peace. The word favor suggests God looking at 

us and being pleased with what He sees. The only way for that 

to happen is for us to be living lives consumed with His Son 

Jesus. When that happens, God looks at us and sees none of 

the sin or ugliness, but sees a sinless life (Christ) and the 

object of His affection. Peace seems to be ever elusive. 

Politicians promise it, singers sing of it, writers try to paint 

word pictures of it, and dreamers try to create it. But real 

peace only comes from knowing Christ and being content in 

Him. If you have received Christ into your heart, you know 

the Prince of Peace and nothing this world has to offer can 

ever compare to Him.  

Prayer - Father, I ask for Your blessing and protection. Be 

pleased with my life offering, extend to me undeserved grace 

and real peace. Only in Jesus. Amen.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 30 

ñLook, I am coming soon!ò  (Revelation 22.7a) 

The Bible tells us that Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us 

and will return to bring us to His eternal home. There we will 

live with Him forever and forever. In the last book of the 

Bible, the book of Revelation, a picture is painted for us of our 

home in Heaven. 

In Heaven the city of the New Jerusalem is 1,400 miles (2,200 

km) wide, 1,400 miles in length, and 1,400 miles in height. 

Itôs hard for me to wrap my mind around that. It is so 

fantastic! The city itself is made of pure gold. The foundations 

of the wall around the city are made of 12 precious gemstones. 

There are 12 gates, each made of a single pearl.  The least 

expensive material that they could find to pave the streets is 

gold that is like a transparent glass. And I donôt believe that 

this even comes close to how stunning and spectacular it will 

be when our eyes catch their first glimpse. I think we may 

walk around with our jaws open and our eyes wide as saucers 

for at least a few years. 

In Heaven we will commune with an innumerable legion of 

angels and holy beings. We will reacquaint ourselves with 

parents, children, or brothers and sisters who died as followers 

of Christ. We will also meet the saints we have read about in 

Scripture. Imagine meeting King David, Abraham, Moses, 

Noah, Peter, Queen Esther, Paul, and so many others who 

followed where God led them. In Heaven there will be no 

need of sunlight, because Jesus is the Light. His light will 

shine both day and night. There is a river of the water of life 

flowing through the city from the very throne of God. On each 

side of that great river stands the Tree of Life bearing 12 crops 

of fruit and yielding its fruit each month.  

In Heaven there will be no more death or disease. Never again 

will a child go to sleep hungry. Never again will a man toil 



and grow weary or struggle with the pain and anguish of a 

diseased body. Never again will a woman suffer the pain of 

childbirth or any of the hurts she has endured in the old body. 

Never again will a grieving family stand beside the grave of a 

loved one. These old ways will have passed away forever. It 

will indeed be the dawn of a new beginning. 

But, Iôve yet to describe the best of Heaven. The best of 

Heaven is Jesus. We will meet Him face to face. We will look 

into the very eyes of eternity. He will gather us up with His 

nail scarred hands and bring instant comfort. He will answer 

all the questions of our heart. And we will have finally found 

perfect and enduring peace.  

Prayer - Lord, I long to be with You. Use me while I am here; 

take me home when itôs time. Even so, come quickly Lord 

Jesus! Amen. 

  

  


